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A Letter from the Director of Student Assessment 

Dear Student and Parent: 

The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) is a comprehensive testing 
program for public school students in grades 3–11. TAKS replaces the Texas Assessment 
of Academic Skills (TAAS) and is designed to measure to what extent a student has 
learned, understood, and is able to apply the important concepts and skills expected 
at each tested grade level. In addition, the test can provide valuable feedback to 
students, parents, and schools about student progress from grade to grade. 

Students are tested in mathematics in grades 3–11; reading in grades 3–9; writing in 
grades 4 and 7; English language arts in grades 10 and 11; science in grades 5, 8, 10, 
and 11; and social studies in grades 8, 10, and 11. Every TAKS test is directly linked 
to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) curriculum. The TEKS is the 
state-mandated curriculum for Texas public school students. Essential knowledge 
and skills taught at each grade build upon the material learned in previous grades. 
By developing the academic skills specified in the TEKS, students can build a strong 
foundation for future success. 

The Texas Education Agency has developed this study guide to help students 
strengthen the TEKS-based skills that are taught in class and tested on TAKS. The 
guide is designed for students to use on their own or for students and families to 
work through together. Concepts are presented in a variety of ways that will help 
students review the information and skills they need to be successful on the TAKS. 
Every guide includes explanations, practice questions, detailed answer keys, and 
student activities. At the end of this study guide is an evaluation form for you to 
complete and mail back when you have finished the guide. Your comments will help 
us improve future versions of this guide. 

There are a number of resources available for students and families who would like 
more information about the TAKS testing program. Information booklets are available 
for every TAKS subject and grade. Brochures are also available that explain the Student 
Success Initiative promotion requirements and the new graduation requirements for 
eleventh-grade students. To obtain copies of these resources or to learn more about 
the testing program, please contact your school or visit the Texas Education Agency 
website at www.tea.state.tx.us. 

Texas is proud of the progress our students have made as they strive to reach their 
academic goals. We hope the study guides will help foster student learning, growth, 
and success in all of the TAKS subject areas. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Chandler 
Director of Student Assessment 
Texas Education Agency 
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SOCIAL STUDIESSOCIAL STUDIES 

Overview of the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) Tests 
The TAKS tests are administered throughout the 
state of Texas to measure academic achievement. 
Satisfactory performance on the Grade 11 exit 
level TAKS tests is a requirement for receiving a 
high school diploma. The Grade 8 social studies 
TAKS test includes some topics that are tested 
again in Grade 10 and Grade 11. All questions 
on the social studies TAKS tests use the multiple-
choice format. 

Purpose of This Book 
This study guide is designed to help strengthen 
your understanding of the knowledge and skills 
tested on the Grade 8 TAKS Social Studies test. It 
does not discuss every topic eligible for testing. 
Example test questions and practice test questions 
provide insight into the kinds of questions you 
may be required to answer on the actual test. 

©CORBIS 

Organization of this Book 
This study guide is organized according to the five 
objectives that are covered on the TAKS social 
studies assessments. 

●	 The first part covers Objective 1, 
which requires you to demonstrate an 
understanding of issues and events in U.S. 
history. This objective includes topics such 
as important dates in early American 
history and the roles that George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson played 
in the American Revolution. 

●	 The second part covers Objective 2, 
which requires you to demonstrate an 
understanding of geographic influences on 
historical issues and events. This objective 
includes topics such as how maps, charts, 
and graphs communicate geographic 
information and how geographic factors 
influenced major events in U.S. history. 

●	 The third part covers Objective 3, 
which requires you to demonstrate an 
understanding of economic and social 
influences on historical issues and events. 
This objective includes topics such as the 
development of the free-enterprise system 
and the importance of technological 
innovations in U.S. history. 

●	 The fourth part covers Objective 4, 
which requires you to demonstrate an 
understanding of political influences on 
historical issues and events. This objective 
includes topics such as the development of 
representative government in colonial 
America and fundamental principles of the 
U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

●	 The fifth part covers Objective 5, 
which requires you to use critical-thinking 
skills to analyze social studies information. 
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Introduction 

This objective includes topics such as how 
to interpret written and visual sources of 
social studies information. 

In addition, throughout this guide you will find 
activities and sample questions that will help you 
strengthen your knowledge and skills in social 
studies. 

Finding More Information About Social 
Studies 
To refresh and add to your knowledge of social 
studies, you may want to review your social 
studies textbooks and class notes. You can also 
find interesting and helpful information in books 
in your school or local library and on websites on 
the World Wide Web. Additionally, the Texas 
Education Agency has published a TAKS 
Information Booklet for Social Studies, which 
contains useful information about the tests and 
more sample questions. You can find a copy of 
the information booklet at your school or on the 
TEA website (www.tea.state.tx.us). 
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Objective 1 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of issues and events in U.S. history.
 

What Major Events Led to the Founding 
and Growth of the United States? 

Objective 1 covers major issues and events of the early history of the 
United States. It includes the period from the founding in 1607 of 
Jamestown, the first permanent British settlement in the New World, to 
the end of Reconstruction in 1877. You will need to be familiar with some 
major topics, including the American Revolution, westward expansion, 
and the Civil War. The following paragraphs go into more detail about the 
information you need to know to answer questions based on Objective 1. 

Important Dates 
Objective 1 requires you to answer questions about the significance of 
the following dates in American history: 1607, 1776, 1787, 1803, and 
1861–1865. While many events occurred during these years, you will 
be tested on only the most important ones. Let’s review the significance 
of the dates: 

● The first permanent English settlement in 
North America is founded at Jamestown, 
Virginia. 

1776 
● The Declaration of Independence, written 

mainly by Thomas Jefferson, is signed on 
July 4. 
The Declaration of Independence marks the 
colonies’ formal separation from Great Britain 
and the establishment of the United States. 

1787 
● The Constitutional Convention meets in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and drafts the U.S. 
Constitution. The Constitution creates the 
basic structure of the federal government. 

1803 
● President Thomas Jefferson approves the 

purchase of the Louisiana Territory from 
France. The Louisiana Purchase doubles the 
size of the United States and encourages 
westward expansion. 

1607 1861–1865 
● 1861: Southern states establish the 

Confederate States of America. Abraham 
Lincoln is inaugurated as president of the 
United States. The Civil War begins a short 
time later when Confederate forces bombard 
Fort Sumter in South Carolina. 

● 1863: President Lincoln issues the 
Emancipation Proclamation, which frees 
slaves in areas controlled by the 
Confederacy. Also, in one of the war’s 
major turning points, Union forces defeat 
Confederate forces at the Battle of 
Gettysburg in Pennsylvania. 

● 1865: Confederate general Robert E. Lee 
surrenders to Union general Ulysses S. Grant 
at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 
President Lincoln is assassinated in 
Washington, D.C., a few days later. 
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Objective 1 

Colonization 
Objective 1 also requires you to know why Europeans established 
colonies in North America. Some important factors in the founding of 
the American colonies include the quest for religious freedom, the 
pursuit of economic gain, and rivalries between European countries.  

●	 Religious Freedom: Groups in search of religious freedom founded 
several colonies. One of these colonies was Massachusetts, which 
was founded by a group called the Puritans. The Puritans sought 
to separate from the Church of England. Religious freedom was 
also an important factor in the founding of Pennsylvania. 
William Penn, a Quaker, founded Pennsylvania on the principle 
of religious toleration, or acceptance of most religions.   

●	 Economic Gain: Some colonies were founded by groups of 
businesspeople who wanted an opportunity to make money. 
Virginia, the first English colony in North America, is the most 
famous example of an American colony that was formed as a 
business venture. Tobacco became Virginia’s main source of 
wealth. South Carolina also was founded for business purposes. 
Rice farming became South Carolina’s main source of wealth.  

●	 European Rivalries: The most powerful countries of Europe saw 
colonies as a way to extend their economic and political power. 
Competition between European countries sometimes spilled over 
into the Americas. For example, England captured the Dutch 
colony of New Netherland in 1664 and renamed it New York. 

The American Revolution 
The next subject that Objective 1 requires you to know about is the 
American Revolution. In 1776 American colonists declared their 
independence from Great Britain. Two of the main reasons they took 
this action were British economic restrictions and a lack of political 
representation. 

●	 Economic Restrictions: During the colonial period, European 
leaders followed an economic theory called mercantilism. 
According to the idea of mercantilism, the key to a country’s 
power was its wealth, and a country could best maintain its 
wealth by strictly controlling the trade of its colonies. In the 
1760s Great Britain began to enforce a set of mercantilist trade 
laws. These laws taxed colonial trade and prohibited the colonies 
from trading directly with any country except Great Britain. 
These restrictions angered many colonists. 

●	 Lack of Political Representation: The colonists did not have the 
right to elect representatives to Parliament, the British legislature. 
When Parliament placed a series of taxes on the colonies, 
including the Sugar Act (1764), the Stamp Act (1765), and the 
Townshend Acts (1767), colonists became increasingly angry. They 
argued that it was unfair for them to be taxed by the British 
government without their consent. This argument was summed 
up by the phrase “No taxation without representation!” 
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Objective 1 

©Bettmann/CORBIS 

The Boston Massacre took place in 1770, when British troops fired on a 
group of colonists, killing five. The incident added to American resentment 
of British rule. 

The colonists’ dissatisfaction with Great Britain eventually led to armed 
conflict. In 1775 the Revolutionary War began with the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts. The last major battle of the 
war was in 1781, when the British surrendered to American forces at 
Yorktown, Virginia. The war officially ended in 1783 with the signing 
of the Treaty of Paris. Some of the main reasons for the American 
victory in the Revolutionary War were America’s physical distance from 
Great Britain, George Washington’s leadership of the Continental army, 
and the consequences of the American victory at the Battle of Saratoga. 

●	 Distance from Great Britain: The United States and Great
 
Britain were separated by thousands of miles of ocean. It took
 
time to send news, orders, supplies, and troops across the
 
Atlantic. This complicated the British war effort.
 

●	 The Continental Army: The Continental army, commanded by 
George Washington, was the main American military force. 
Washington’s main strategy was to preserve his army and keep it 
from being defeated decisively. He chose to engage British forces 
when the Continental army had a clear advantage. 

●	 The Battle of Saratoga: The Battle of Saratoga, which took place 
in New York in 1777, resulted in a major American victory. This 
victory convinced the French government that the Americans 
could win the war. France, eager to weaken the British, began to 
send supplies, money, and troops to help the Continental army. 
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Objective 1 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

The Battles of Lexington and Explanation of answer choices
 
Concord were significant
 

A	 Incorrect. The Battles of Lexingtonbecause they — 
and Concord, which took place in 
Massachusetts in April 1775, A	 halted all British attacks 
marked the beginning of theagainst the colonists 
American Revolution.
 

B were the first battles of the
 
B	 Correct. The Battles of LexingtonAmerican Revolution 

and Concord were the first battles 
C	 proved to the British that of the American Revolution. These
 

the Americans were battles showed Great Britain that
 
unbeatable additional military force would be
 

necessary if it hoped to put downD	 demonstrated the 
the colonial uprising.superiority of the British 

army C Incorrect. The Americans defeated 
the British in the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord largely by 
using hit-and-run tactics. 
However, the British were better 
equipped and better trained than 
their American opponents, and 
British military leaders remained 
confident they could put down the 
uprising. 

D	 Incorrect. Despite their military 
advantages over the Americans, 
the British were defeated in the 
Battles of Lexington and Concord. 

During the American Revolution the United States formed its first 
government under a document called the Articles of Confederation. 
An important accomplishment of this government was the passage of 
the Northwest Ordinance in 1787. The Northwest Ordinance set up 
the procedure for organizing new states from the land northwest of 
the Ohio River. This encouraged Americans to move westward in the 
decades that followed. 

Despite this accomplishment, the Articles of Confederation did not 
give much power to the national government. In 1787 the states sent 
delegates to Philadelphia to discuss amending, or changing, the 
Articles. This meeting, which George Washington presided over, 
became known as the Constitutional Convention because the delegates 
decided to replace the Articles with a new document, the U.S. 
Constitution. 
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Objective 1 

The Creation of the U.S. Constitution 
Objective 1 requires you to understand the issues surrounding the 
creation of the U.S. Constitution. Three of the most important of these 
issues were the organization and power of the national government, 
the representation of states in Congress, and slavery. 

●	 Organization and Power of the National Government: Most 
delegates to the Constitutional Convention agreed on the 
need for a stronger national government. However, there was 
disagreement on how this government should be organized. The 
delegates also disagreed on how power should be distributed 
between the national government and the state governments. 

Eventually the delegates agreed to have a strong national 
government with three branches: executive, legislative, and 
judicial. However, a number of important powers were left to 
the states. (You will learn more about this arrangement in the 
section on Objective 4.) 

●	 Representation: Delegates also disagreed about how states 
should be represented in the legislative branch of the national 
government, or Congress. Delegates from states with small 
populations wanted each state to have the same number of 
legislators. States with large populations wanted representation 
to be based on population. This plan would have given some 
states more legislators than others. 

The representation issue was solved by an agreement known as 
the Great Compromise. The Great Compromise specified that 
Congress would be composed of two separate bodies: the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. In the Senate, each state 
would have two representatives. In the House of Representatives, 
representation would be based on population. 

●	 Slavery: Although some delegates from northern states hoped 
to abolish slavery, they knew that trying to do so would have 
prompted many southern delegates to walk out of the 
convention. Instead, a debate arose over how slaves should 
be counted as part of a state’s population for purposes of 
representation in the House of Representatives. Northern 
delegates did not want slaves to be counted at all. Southern 
delegates wanted slaves to be counted the same as free people so 
that the South would have as many representatives as possible. 

This issue was solved by an agreement known as the Three-
Fifths Compromise. The Three-Fifths Compromise specified 
that three-fifths of a state’s slaves would be counted in the state’s 
population for purposes of representation. The delegates also 
agreed to forbid Congress from outlawing the importation of 
slaves to the United States until 1808. 
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Objective 1 

The Constitution was sent to the states for ratification, or approval, in 
late 1787. Supporters of the Constitution were known as Federalists, 
while opponents were known as Anti-Federalists. Federalists believed 
that the country needed a national government that was more powerful 
than the state governments. Anti-Federalists argued that the Constitution 
gave too much power to the national government. They believed the 
states should hold more power, as they had under the Articles of 
Confederation. Anti-Federalists also called for more specific protections 
of individual rights. 

The most famous writings to come out of this debate were The 
Federalist Papers, a series of essays written by Alexander Hamilton, 
James Madison, and John Jay. These essays explained and defended the 
Constitution and encouraged Americans to support the new form of 
government. The Constitution was ratified in 1788 after an agreement 
was reached to add more protections of individual rights. Ten 
constitutional amendments known as the Bill of Rights provided these 
protections. With the new Constitution in place, George Washington 
was sworn in as the first president of the United States in 1789. You 
will learn more about the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights in 
the section on Objective 4. 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

Which of the following Explanation of answer choices
 
statements about the
 

A Incorrect. The discussions held byConstitutional Convention of 
the Constitutional Convention1787 is true? 
were kept secret to encourage 
extensive and open discussionA A record of each day’s 
among the delegates.discussions and debates 

from the convention was B Incorrect. The Treaty of Paris, 
printed in the following which officially ended the 
day’s newspaper. American Revolution, was signed 

by officials of the United StatesB The original purpose of the 
and Great Britain in 1783.convention was to sign the 

treaty ending the American C Incorrect. Neither Thomas 
Revolution. Jefferson nor John Adams 

attended the ConstitutionalC Thomas Jefferson and John 
Convention. Jefferson was servingAdams presided over the 
as a diplomat in France. Adams convention. 
was serving as a diplomat in 


D The original purpose of the Great Britain.
 
convention was to revise the
 

D Correct. The ConstitutionalArticles of Confederation. 
Convention was assigned the task 
of revising the Articles of 
Confederation. Instead, the 
delegates created a whole new 
governmental structure. 
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Objective 1 

Political Issues Faced by the New Nation 
Objective 1 also requires you to know about major political 
developments that occurred during the late 1700s and early 1800s. 
Two of these developments were the formation of political parties and 
tensions with European powers. 

●	 Formation of Political Parties: In the mid-1790s two political 
parties, the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans, formed. 
The Federalists, led by Secretary of the Treasury Alexander 
Hamilton, wanted a strong national government. Federalists 
wanted the government to support the development of trade and 
industry and the creation of a national bank. The Democratic-
Republicans, led by Thomas Jefferson, wanted a weaker national 
government. They opposed the Federalists’ plan to increase the 
responsibilities of the national government. 

●	 Tensions with European Powers: Foreign affairs presented 
several challenges to the new country. During the 1790s, conflict 
between Great Britain and France led both countries to seize 
American cargo ships. This eventually contributed to the 
outbreak of war between the United States and Great Britain in 
1812. The war ended in 1815 without an obvious winner. A few 
years later, in 1823, President James Monroe issued the Monroe 
Doctrine, which declared the Western Hemisphere off-limits to 
further colonization by European powers. 

After the War of 1812, the United States entered an era in which more 
and more Americans participated in politics. The rivalry between the 
Federalists and Democratic-Republicans died down, and in 1828 a new 
political party, the Democratic Party, formed. The Democrats were led 
by President Andrew Jackson. Politics became more democratic during 
this time as the Democratic Party encouraged more Americans to vote. 

Westward Expansion 
The period after the War of 1812 was also a time when an increasing 
number of Americans moved westward. Objective 1 requires you to 
know about the factors that encouraged westward expansion. Three of 
the main factors were economic growth, territorial expansion, and the 
concept of Manifest Destiny. 

●	 Economic Growth: The Industrial Revolution, the spread of 
cotton farming, and advances in transportation all contributed 
to westward expansion. New England textile factories were the 
earliest industries in America. These factories made cloth from 
cotton grown in the South. The increasing demand for cotton 
helped make cotton farming more profitable. This encouraged 
more and more southern farmers to move west to grow cotton. 
The building of roads and canals and the development of the 
railroad locomotive and the steamboat made it faster and cheaper 
to move people and goods. These advances—sometimes called 
the Transportation Revolution—helped connect the economies 
of different regions of the United States. This, in turn, 
encouraged westward expansion. 
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Objective 1 

●	 Territorial Expansion: Westward expansion was also promoted 
by the acquisition of new territories. (The map on page 28 
shows these territories.) The most important territorial 
acquisitions were the Louisiana Purchase (1803), Texas (1845), 
the Oregon Territory (1846), and the Mexican Cession (1848). 

●	 Manifest Destiny: Finally, westward expansion was encouraged 
by the idea of Manifest Destiny. Manifest Destiny was the belief 
that it was the mission of the United States to expand across the 
entire North American continent. 

As well as requiring you to know about the causes of westward 
expansion, Objective 1 requires you to know about the consequences 
of westward expansion. Two major consequences were Indian Removal 
and the Mexican War. 

●	 Indian Removal: In 1830 the U.S. government passed the Indian 
Removal Act. This act called for Native Americans living in the 
southeastern United States to be resettled west of the Mississippi 
River. Many Native Americans died during the relocation 
process. The most well-known example of removal was the 
forced march of the Cherokee Indians in 1838 and 1839, which 
became known as the Trail of Tears. This journey resulted in the 
death of thousands of Cherokee. The removal of Native 
Americans allowed white settlers to take over land that Native 
Americans had occupied. 

●	 The Mexican War: The Mexican War started in 1846 and was 
related to the U.S. annexation of Texas, which had been part of 
Mexico. The war ended in 1848 when the United States and 
Mexico signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. This treaty 
granted the United States a large portion of northern Mexico, a 
region that now makes up much of the western United States. 

Image courtesy of Woolaroc Museum, Bartlesville, Oklahoma 

The Trail of Tears took place in the fall and winter of 1838–1839. The Cherokee 
did not have enough food or warm clothing, and thousands died during the 
journey. 
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Objective 1 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

In 1838 and 1839 the Cherokee Explanation of answer choices
 
were forced to relocate to Indian
 

A	 Incorrect. The Nullification CrisisTerritory. This forced journey is 
took place in 1832 and 1833 whenknown as — 
South Carolina attempted to 
ignore a federal tariff andA	 the Nullification Crisis 
threatened to secede.
 

B the Chisholm Trail
 
B Incorrect. The Chisholm Trail
 

C the Trail of Tears stretched from Texas to Abilene,
 
Kansas, and was a route used for
D	 the Oregon Trail 
cattle drives. 

C	 Correct. Forced to travel in winter 
weather with inadequate food 
supplies, nearly 4,000 Cherokee 
died on the Trail of Tears. 

D	 Incorrect. The Oregon Trail was an 
overland route to the western 
United States. 

Sectionalism 
Another subject that Objective 1 requires you to know about is the 
growth of sectionalism, or regional conflict between the North and 
South. Two of the main causes of sectionalism were disagreements over 
states’ rights and the issue of slavery in the western territories. 

The dispute over states’ rights was based on differing interpretations of 
how the U.S. Constitution defined federalism. Federalism is the sharing 
of power between the national government and state governments. 
Americans disagreed over what that exact balance of power should be. 
Many northerners argued that the federal government had broad 
powers under the Constitution. On the other hand, many southerners 
argued that the federal government’s powers under the Constitution 
were limited. One example of the conflict over states’ rights was the 
Nullification Crisis. 

The Nullification Crisis began in 1832 after the U.S. Congress placed a 
tariff, or tax, on imported manufactured goods. The tariff boosted 
profits for U.S. manufacturers, most of whom were located in the 
Northeast. At the same time, it raised prices for consumers throughout 
the country. Because there was very little manufacturing in the South, 
many southerners felt that the tariff unfairly benefited northerners. 
(For more information about tariffs, see the section on Objective 3.) 
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Objective 1 

South Carolina responded to the tariff by nullifying it, or declaring it 
void in South Carolina, and threatening to secede from, or leave, the 
Union. In response, President Andrew Jackson threatened to send 
troops to South Carolina to enforce the law. In the end, a compromise 
was reached; Congress lowered the tariff, and South Carolina backed 
down. However, many southerners continued to distrust the federal 
government and resent the political power of northerners, and the 
question of states’ rights was left unresolved. 

The second major factor in the growth of sectionalism was the issue of 
slavery in the western territories. Many northerners opposed the 
westward expansion of slavery. This angered many southerners, who 
wanted the West to be open to slavery. However, a series of measures 
passed by Congress kept sectional conflict over slavery under control 
for several decades. The two most important of these measures were 
the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850. 

●	 The Missouri Compromise (1820): To maintain a balance 
between the number of free and slave states, the Missouri 
Compromise admitted Missouri to the Union as a slave state and 
Maine as a free state. The Missouri Compromise also banned 
slavery in territories north of 36º 30′ latitude. Territories south 
of this line were open to slavery. 

●	 The Compromise of 1850: In 1846 northern Democrats 
endorsed a proposal to ban slavery from all territories that would 
be gained from the Mexican War. Southerners were outraged by 
this proposal, and it failed to pass in Congress. However, 
Kentucky senator Henry Clay proposed a compromise that 
Congress did approve. The Compromise of 1850 contained a 
number of different provisions, including the admission of 
California to the Union as a free state and the passage of the 
Fugitive Slave Law. This law required the capture and return of 
runaway slaves, even in the North. 

Compromises like the ones just described kept the slavery issue from 
exploding for a number of years. However, in 1854 Congress passed 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which allowed the territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska to vote on whether to allow slavery. The act outraged many 
northerners because these territories should have been free territories 
under the terms of the Missouri Compromise. 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act worsened sectional tensions and helped lead 
to the Civil War. Three other events that continued this trend were the 
Dred Scott decision, John Brown’s Raid, and the election of Abraham 
Lincoln as president in 1860. 

●	 Dred Scott Decision: The U.S. Supreme Court decided in 1857 
that slaves were property and could not become free by moving 
to a free state or territory. This decision pleased southerners and 
angered northerners. 
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Objective 1 

●	 John Brown’s Raid: In 1859 John Brown tried to start a slave 
rebellion in Virginia. Brown was unsuccessful. He and many of 
his followers were captured and hanged for treason. Brown’s 
actions alarmed many southerners, while abolitionists saw 
Brown as a hero. 

●	 Election of Abraham Lincoln: Abraham Lincoln was elected 
president in 1860. Lincoln was a member of the Republican 
Party, which had been formed in 1854 with the main goal of 
stopping the westward spread of slavery. Although Lincoln had 
promised not to interfere with slavery where it already existed, 
many southerners believed that Lincoln planned to abolish 
slavery. 

Image courtesy of the Library of Congress 

In 1859 John Brown and his followers attacked a federal arsenal in Harpers Ferry, Virginia. Their plan 
was to capture rifles to arm slaves for a mass rebellion. Government troops killed or captured all the 
raiders. 
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Objective 1 

The Civil War 
Following Lincoln’s election, southern states seceded from the United 
States and formed the Confederate States of America. The Civil War 
began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces bombarded Fort 
Sumter in South Carolina. After four years of warfare, the Union finally 
defeated the Confederacy. Objective 1 requires you to know about 
factors that contributed to this outcome. 

Both the North and the South had skilled political and military leaders. 
The Union’s most important leaders were President Abraham Lincoln 
and General Ulysses S. Grant. The Confederacy’s most important 
leaders were President Jefferson Davis and General Robert E. Lee. 
However, a number of factors gave the advantage to the North: a larger 
population, more economic resources, and the leadership of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

●	 Population and Economic Resources: The North’s larger
 
population and industrial economy allowed it to field a larger
 
army and produce more guns and other military supplies than
 
the South. In addition, the North had more factories and
 
controlled more miles of railroad.
 

●	 Abraham Lincoln: Lincoln helped lead the Union to victory 
through his careful management of the North’s economy and 
military. He also gave northerners a sense of purpose through his 
moving speeches. Some examples are his first and second 
inaugural addresses and the Gettysburg Address. Lincoln also 
began the process of abolishing slavery with the release of the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. Lincoln’s words and actions 
defined the Civil War as a war to preserve the Union and 
promote liberty and equality. 

Civil War Time Line 

Nov. 1860
Lincoln is elected 
president.

Feb. 4, 1861
Confederate States of 
America is established.

July 1863
Union forces win the  
Battle of Gettysburg.

April 12, 1861
The Civil War begins when 
Confederates bombard  
Fort Sumter.

Jan. 1, 1863
Emancipation Proclamation is issued.

July 1863
Union forces capture 
Vicksburg.

April 9, 1865
Robert E. Lee surrenders his army 
at Appomattox Court House.

April 14, 1865
President Lincoln is
assassinated.

1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 1866
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Objective 1 

Now It’s Your Turn 

Question 1 
Who served as president of the United States
 
during the Civil War?
 

A Thomas Jefferson
 

B Abraham Lincoln
 

C John Adams
 

D James Polk
 

Answer Key: page 78 

Question 2 
Which list shows the events in the order they 
occurred? 

A	 Declaration of Independence 

Constitutional Convention 

Missouri Compromise 

B	 Missouri Compromise 

Declaration of Independence 

Constitutional Convention 

C	 Missouri Compromise 

Constitutional Convention 

Declaration of Independence 

D	 Declaration of Independence 

Missouri Compromise 

Constitutional Convention 

Answer Key: page 78 
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Objective 1 

Question 3 
How did the U.S. Constitution address the issue 
of how slaves would be counted for purposes of 
representation in the House of Representatives? 

A	 It stated that slaves would not be counted in 
a state’s population. 

B 	 It stated that slaves would be counted only 
in southern states. 

C	 It stated that three-fifths of a state’s slaves 
would be counted in the state’s population. 

D	 It stated that slaves would be counted the 
same as free people. 

Answer Key: page 78 

Question 4 
Thomas Paine’s purpose for writing the political 
pamphlet Common Sense was to — 

A	 show the British public that the American 
colonists had a powerful army 

B 	 point out weaknesses in the Articles of 
Confederation 

C	 lift American spirits after a series of military 
defeats 

D	 persuade colonists to support the cause of 
American independence 

Answer Key: page 78 
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Objective 1 

Question 5 
The Treaty of Paris signed in 1783 — 

A awarded Florida to Spain 

B ended the Revolutionary War 

C established the terms of the Louisiana 
Purchase 

D	 prohibited settlement west of the 
Appalachian Mountains 

Answer Key: page 78 

Question 6 
Which of the following contributed to the 
westward expansion of the United States? 

A	 European warships attacked the eastern 
seaboard, forcing citizens to move westward 
for safety. 

B 	 Most of the land east of the Mississippi River 
was not suitable for farming. 

C	 Many Americans felt it was their right and 
duty to move westward. 

D	 The standard of living on the Pacific Coast 
was very high, so many people wanted to 
move there. 

Answer Key: page 78 
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Objective 1 

Question 7 
Who served as president of the Confederate 
States of America? 

A Jefferson Davis 

B Ulysses S. Grant 

C Robert E. Lee 

D Abraham Lincoln 

Answer Key: page 78 

Question 8 
Which of the following statements best explains 
the significance of the Northwest Ordinance of 
1787? 

A	 It created a process for U.S. territories to 
become states. 

B 	 It limited settlements in the Northwest 
Territory. 

C	 It established a system for the Northwest 
Territory to be controlled by Great Britain. 

D	 It confirmed Native American land rights 
north of the Ohio River. 

Answer Key: page 79 
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Objective 1 

Question 9 
Which battle took place in 1781 and was the last 
major battle of the Revolutionary War? 

A Battle of Lexington 

B Battle of Trenton 

C Battle of Quebec 

D Battle of Yorktown 

Answer Key: page 79 

Question 10 
Anti-Federalists agreed to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution on the condition that which of the 
following be added? 

A A second house of the legislature 

B A bill of rights 

C The right of citizens to vote 

D A ban on slavery 

Answer Key: page 79 
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The student will demonstrate an understanding of geographic influences on 
historical issues and events. 

Objective 2 

How Did Geography Influence the
 
Development of the United States?
 
Objective 2 focuses on geographic influences on early American 
history. Geography is the study of the earth, its features, and the ways 
humans interact with their environment. To answer questions based on 
Objective 2, you must be able to read and interpret maps, tables, and 
graphs. You must also know about the territories that were acquired in 
the 1700s and 1800s to form the United States, the location and the 
characteristics of U.S. regions, and the impact of geography on major 
events in early American history. 

Understanding Maps, Tables, and Graphs 
The first skill that Objective 2 asks you to demonstrate is how to read 
maps, tables, and graphs. Let’s begin by discussing maps. A map is a 
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visual representation of a given area. Maps provide information about 
the land’s physical features, such as mountains, rivers, and coastlines. 

Source: Facts on File Atlas of American History, 1995 
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Objective 2 

Maps can also provide information about human activities, such as the 
construction of railroads or the types of crops that are grown in a 
region. The map on the previous page shows the location of the main 
overland trails that early American settlers used to migrate west. 

The first step in reading a map is looking at the title. The title will tell 
you the theme or purpose of the map. Next look for a compass rose 
and scale. The compass rose tells you which way is north, south, east, 
and west on the map. The scale tells you the relationship between 
distance on the map and actual distance on Earth. 

Next look at the map’s key, or legend. The key explains the meaning of 
the different symbols used on the map. The key to this map uses 
different types of lines to show when different trails were established. 
For example, it shows you that the Oregon Trail, which runs from 
Independence, Missouri, to Portland, Oregon, was established between 
1835 and 1850. The Lower Emigrant Trail, which runs between San 
Antonio and El Paso, was established after 1850. Using the key, you 
can also identify areas that are more than 6,500 feet above sea level, 
such as the Rocky Mountains. 

Finally, remember that not all the information on a map is in the key. 
You should also look for labels on the map itself. Common examples of 
things that may be labeled are the names of countries, cities, rivers, and 
mountains. 

Objective 2 also requires you to interpret information from tables and 
graphs. Tables are used to organize and summarize information by 
sorting it into columns and rows. Graphs present statistical data using 
points, lines, bars, or other visual forms. 

Although tables and graphs are different from maps, all three serve the 
same basic purpose: to communicate information visually. 
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Objective 2 

Let’s practice interpreting graphs by using the graph below. It shows 
population growth in the United States from 1790 through 1860. 

The lines labeled “Year” and “Population” are called the axes of the 
graph. The line labeled “Year” is the horizontal axis. The line labeled 
“Population” is the vertical axis. The population for every tenth year is 
plotted as a point on the graph, and the points are connected to form 
the sloping line. When the statistics are presented this way, you can 
easily see a trend: U.S. population grew over time. You can also use the 
graph to find the population for a specific year. For example, in 1810 
the population of the United States was a little over 7 million. In 1840 
the U.S. population had grown to just over 17 million. Thus, the 
population of the United States grew by about 10 million in the 30 
years between 1810 and 1840. You will learn more about maps and 
tables in the section on Objective 5. 
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Source: Encyclopedia of American History, 1996 
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Objective 2 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks you to read a table. 

Use the table and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
following question. 

Approximate Population of Selected U.S. Cities, 1800–1830 

New York 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Charleston 

61,000 

41,000 

27,000 

25,000 

19,000 

96,000 

54,000 

47,000 

34,000 

25,000 

124,000 

64,000 

63,000 

43,000 

25,000 

203,000 

80,000 

81,000 

61,000 

30,000 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

1800 1810 1820 1830 

Explanation of answer choices 

A Incorrect. The table shows that 
the population of New York, not 
Philadelphia, was approximately 
124,000 in 1820. 

B Incorrect. The table shows that 
Philadelphia’s population was 
approximately 80,000 in 1830, not 
in 1820. 

C Correct. The table shows that 
Philadelphia’s population in 1820 
was approximately 64,000. 

D Incorrect. The table shows that 
the population of Charleston, not 
Philadelphia, was approximately 
25,000 in 1820. 

According to the table, the 
approximate population of 
Philadelphia in 1820 was — 

A 124,000 

B 80,000 

C 64,000 

D 25,000 
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Objective 2 

Territorial Acquisitions 
By the 1850s the political boundaries of the United States had expanded 
across North America to the Pacific Ocean. Objective 2 requires you to 
identify areas that the United States acquired during this expansion. The 
map below shows these areas and the dates when they were acquired. 

Territorial Acquisitions of the United States 

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Gulf of Mexico

ANNEXED BY
UNITED STATES

1810–1813

TREATY
WITH SPAIN

1819

CEDED BY
GREAT BRITAIN

1818

GADSDEN
PURCHASE

1853

ANNEXATION
OF TEXAS

1845

LOUISIANA
PURCHASE

1803

OREGON
TERRITORY

1846

THE
UNITED STATES

1783

MEXICAN
CESSION

1848

C A N A D A

M E X I C O

EW

N

S

You will be responsible for knowing about the most important 
territorial acquisitions, including land acquired through the Treaty of 
Paris, the Louisiana Purchase, Florida, Texas, the Oregon Territory, the 
Mexican Cession, and the Gadsden Purchase. 

●	 Treaty of Paris (1783): Great Britain recognized U.S. land rights 
west of the original 13 colonies and east of the Mississippi River 
as part of the treaty that ended the Revolutionary War. 

●	 Louisiana Purchase (1803): The United States bought the
 
territory of Louisiana from France in 1803. The Louisiana
 
Purchase more than doubled the size of the United States.
 

●	 Florida (1819): Florida was acquired by the United States
 
through a treaty with Spain in 1819.
 

●	 Texas (1845): In 1836 the Republic of Texas gained its 
independence from Mexico. In 1845 the United States annexed 
Texas, making it the 28th state in the Union. 

●	 Oregon Territory (1846): The Oregon Territory became part of 
the United States after Great Britain gave up its claim to the area 
in 1846. 

●	 Mexican Cession (1848): The Mexican Cession was acquired 
from Mexico through the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which 
ended the Mexican War. It includes much of what is now the 
southwestern United States. 

●	 Gadsden Purchase (1853): The United States bought what is
 
now part of New Mexico and Arizona from Mexico in 1853.
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Objective 2 

Regions of the United States 
The United States is composed of regions with different characteristics. 
These regional characteristics have played a major role in the nation’s 
historical development. For example, cotton farming developed in the 
South in part because of the region’s warm, sunny climate and rich soil. 

Objective 2 requires you to know the location and characteristics of the 
different regions of the United States. At the time of the Civil War, the 
three main regions of the United States were the North, South, and 
West. Each of these main regions was made up of smaller regions— 
New England, for instance, or the Deep South. The following 
paragraphs describe some of the characteristics of the North, South, 
and West and mention smaller regions contained in each. 

●	 The North: The North included the area north of the Ohio River 
and east of the Mississippi River. Its climate was generally cooler 
than that of the South. The North was the most heavily 
populated region of the United States at the time of the Civil 
War. It also had the most cities and towns. In some parts of the 
North, such as New England, the cool climate and rocky soil 
were not well suited for agriculture. In other areas, such as the 
Mid-Atlantic states of New York and Pennsylvania, farming was 
an important activity—the main crops were corn and wheat. 
The North led the country in manufacturing. Other important 
economic activities included fishing and shipbuilding. The 
North became the home of most European immigrants to the 
United States. 

●	 The South: At the time of the Civil War, the South included the 
area south of the Ohio River, as well as Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas. The South had a smaller population than the North. It 
also had fewer cities and towns. The South’s climate was warmer 
than the North’s. This, along with rich soil, made the South well 
suited for growing a variety of crops. Tobacco was the main crop 
in the Upper South, for example, while cotton was grown 
throughout the Deep South. Some crops, especially cotton, were 
grown on large plantations with African American slaves doing 
most of the work. There were also many smaller family farms in 
the South. 

●	 The West: At the time of the American Revolution, all the land 
west of the Appalachian Mountains was considered the West. 
As the United States expanded, however, definitions of the West 
changed. For example, states in the Midwest, such as Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio, gradually came to be considered part of 
the North. Texas was considered part of both the West and the 
South. At the time of the Civil War, most Americans defined the 
West as the lightly settled land west of the Mississippi River. It 
included the Great Plains, the Rocky Mountains, the Southwest, 
and the Pacific Coast. Because its population was small, the West 
contained few towns and no large cities. The landforms and 
climate of the West varied greatly. Important economic activities 
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Objective 2 

included farming, fur trapping, and mining. People from many 
different ethnic groups, including Native Americans, interacted 
in the West as more and more settlers moved into the area. 

The map below shows the population density of states and territories of 
the United States in 1850. It shows how the U.S. population was 
unevenly distributed. Most of the states with the highest population 
densities were in the North. Southern states generally had lower 
densities, and states and territories in the West had the lowest 
densities. 

Population Density of U.S. States and Territories, 1850 
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Objective 2 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

Many colonists in New England 
turned from farming to 
shipbuilding and fishing in part 
because –– 

A	 they wanted to preserve the 
old-growth forests 

B	 the winters were cold and 
the soil was rocky and hard 

C	 they preferred to purchase 
their food from Native 
Americans 

D	 farmers in the Mid-Atlantic 
colonies controlled the sale 
of cash crops 

Explanation of answer choices 

A	 Incorrect. New England colonists 
made extensive use of the area’s 
forests for building materials and 
fuel. They had little interest in 
preserving them. 

B	 Correct. Many colonists in New 
England turned to shipbuilding 
and fishing as a way to make a 
living in part because the long, 
cold winters and poor soil made 
farming very difficult. 

C	 Incorrect. While New England 
colonists did trade with Native 
Americans for a small amount of 
their food, they depended mostly 
on other food sources. 

D	 Incorrect. The sale of crops from 
the colonies was controlled by the 
British government, not by 
colonists. 
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Objective 2 

Geography’s Role in Early American History 
Finally, Objective 2 also requires that you understand how geographic 
factors influenced important events in early American history. One way 
to understand how geography affected an event is to first identify the 
geographic characteristics of the place where the event occurred. Then 
consider how those characteristics might have affected the actions of 
the people involved in the event. 

There are many examples of how geography played a role in early 
American history. For instance, one of the main reasons for the federal 
government’s removal of Native Americans from the Southeast to the 
West in the 1830s was that they occupied an area with gold deposits 
and fertile land. White settlers who wanted the land for mining and 
farming pressured the government to force the Native Americans living 
there to leave. Geography also played a role in the outcome of the 
American Revolution. The distance between the United States and 
Great Britain made it difficult for the British to communicate with and 
supply their troops, which weakened the British war effort. Geography 
also influenced the establishment and growth of cities and towns in 
early America. Most cities and towns were located on coastlines or near 
rivers largely because waterways were used to transport people and 
goods. For example, New Orleans became one of the South’s largest 
cities because its location near the mouth of the Mississippi River made 
it a major port and business center. Similarly, Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia became major cities in the Northeast largely because they 
were located near the Atlantic Ocean. 
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Review Activity 
This map shows the boundaries of the territories that the United States 
acquired before the Civil War. Fill in the appropriate blanks with the 
name of the territory, the country that the United States acquired the 
territory from, and the date of the territory’s acquisition. Use the 
information on page 28 to check your answers. 
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Objective 2 

Now It’s Your Turn 

Question 11
 
Which port city lies near the mouth of the Mississippi River, making it
 
important for commerce?
 

A New York City
 

B Philadelphia
 

C Charleston
 

D New Orleans
 

Answer Key: page 79
 

Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

U.S. Territorial Acquisitions 
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Area 3
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S

Question 12
 
Which area did the United States purchase from France in 1803? 

A Area 1
 

B Area 2
 

C Area 3
 

D Area 4
 

Answer Key: page 79
 

34 



Objective 2 

Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

Selected Revolutionary War Battles 
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Question 13
 
The British army was defeated at Yorktown in 1781. This was the last battle of the 
Revolutionary War. Which location on the map indicates where the battle was fought? 

A I
 

B II
 

C III
 
Answer Key: page 79
D IV
 

35
 



Objective 2 

Question 14
 
Most towns and cities in the British colonies in North America were located — 

A in mountainous areas where there were deposits of gold and silver 

B far from the coast in order to avoid attacks by French and Spanish ships 

C in deep forests where there were large supplies of timber 

D on the coast or along rivers to provide access to transportation 

Answer Key: page 80
 

Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

The Missouri Compromise, 1820
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Question 15
 
Which area was closed to slavery by the Missouri Compromise of 1820? 

A 1
 

B 2
 

C 3
 

D 4
 

Answer Key: page 80
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Objective 3 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of economic and social influences 
on historical issues and events. 

How Did Economic and Social Issues 
Influence the Development of the 
United States? 
Objective 3 focuses on the influence of economic and social factors on 
early American history. In the period between the ratification of the 
U.S. Constitution and the beginning of the Civil War, the United States 
developed a large and complex national economy. In order to answer 
questions based on Objective 3, you need to know about the main 
factors that contributed to this development. You must also be familiar 
with the various social reform movements that emerged as the national 
economy took shape. The following paragraphs go into more detail 
about these topics. 

Economic Growth 
Objective 3 requires you to know about the factors that led to the rapid 
economic growth of the United States. Five of the most important 
factors were the growth of the free-enterprise system, the development 
of a national economy, industrialization, the expansion of the 
plantation system in the South, and the introduction of various 
technological innovations. 

●	 Free Enterprise: One of the most important developments in the 
early history of the United States was the growth of the free-
enterprise economic system. This system allowed individuals to 
participate in business activities with little government interference. 
The growth of the free-enterprise system encouraged many 
Americans to start and invest in new businesses. 

●	 National Economy: At the end of the American Revolution, most 
economic activity in the United States took place at the local level 
or involved trade with Europe. Trade between different regions of 
the country was just beginning to develop. By 1860, however, 
economic activities in different regions were connected through 
an extensive web of trade and commerce. One of the main factors 
in the creation of this national economy was the construction of 
roads, canals, and railroads, as well as the development of new 
forms of transportation such as the steamboat. These advances 
significantly reduced the amount of time it took to move goods 
over long distances. Collectively, these advances are sometimes 
called the Transportation Revolution. The maps on the next page 
show how advances in transportation connected different regions 
of the country by the time of the Civil War. 

37 



Objective 3 

U.S. Canals and the Cumberland Road, 1850
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U.S. Railroads, 1860
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●	 Industrialization: Another factor that contributed to the rapid 
economic growth of the United States was industrialization, or 
the widespread use of machines to produce goods. 
Industrialization first began in England in the 1700s with the 
development of water- and steam-powered machinery and the 
factory system. These innovations were then introduced to the 
United States by people such as Samuel Slater, a British 
immigrant who established the first textile, or cloth production, 
factory in the United States in 1793. A few years later inventor 
Eli Whitney contributed to the industrialization process by 
developing a system of manufacturing that used interchangeable 
parts. Industrialization made the mass production of goods 
possible in the United States for the first time. 

Industrialization had a number of important effects on U.S. 
society. The factory system gradually became the main system 
for manufacturing goods, especially in the North. Cottage 
industry, an older system of manufacturing, had involved people 
working in their homes to create products. Their employers then 
paid them for what they produced. As the factory system became 
more common, cottage industry declined in the United States. 

As more factories were established, people’s ideas about work 
began to change. Factory workers had to arrive at their jobs on 
time and work a precise number of hours. Farmers and 
craftspeople had always worked hard, but they had enjoyed the 
freedom to set their own hours. In addition, factory workers 
usually worked for a fixed wage, paid every day, week, or month. 
Their situation was different from that of farmers, who received 
money only when they sold their crops, or craftspeople, whose 
pay varied according to the number of items they sold. 

Unlike craftspeople, factory workers usually did not have many 
skills or much experience. Factory owners often hired women 
and children, who worked for lower wages than men did. 

Another major effect of industrialization was to speed up the 
growth of cities. Since most factories were located in cities, large 
numbers of people moved from rural to urban areas, hoping to 
find jobs. This process is called urbanization. As you learned in 
the section on Objective 2, the North was the most urbanized 
region of the United States. 

Finally, industrialization contributed to immigration. During the 
late 1700s and early 1800s, most immigrants had come to the 
United States hoping to own farmland. As the nation became 
more industrialized, however, factory jobs attracted more and 
more immigrants. This steady stream of immigrants contributed 
to urbanization and helped make cities culturally diverse places. 
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●	 The Plantation Economy: A fourth factor that led to the rapid 
economic growth of the United States was the expansion of the 
plantation system in the South. This expansion began soon after 
the invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 1793. The 
cotton gin reduced the time and cost of removing seeds from 
cotton, which increased production and made cotton a much 
more profitable crop. The increased supply of cotton was used 
by textile manufacturers in New England and Europe. 

The invention of the cotton gin and the strong demand for cotton 
by textile manufacturers contributed to the spread of cotton 
plantations. These were large farms that depended on slave 
labor. This, in turn, contributed to an increased demand for 
slaves in the South. In 1790 there were about 700,000 slaves in 
the United States. By 1860 there were almost four million slaves. 
The growth of the southern cotton industry and the increase in 
the South’s slave population are illustrated in the following 
graph and maps. 

U.S. Slave Population 

1790 1830 1860

697,624
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3,953,7604,000,000
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Source: Reader’s Companion to American History 
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U.S. Cotton Production, 1830
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U.S. Cotton Production, 1860
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●	 Technological Innovations: As the information on the last few 
pages has shown, the rapid growth of the U.S. economy was 
encouraged by a number of important technological innovations. 
The following table provides short descriptions of some of these 
innovations. 
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Technological 
Innovation Description 

Cotton gin The cotton gin removed seeds from cotton, a task that had previously been done 
by hand. Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin in 1793. 

Textile factories Textile factories used machines to produce cloth in large quantities. Samuel Slater 
established the first successful textile factory in the United States in 1793. 

Interchangeable parts Interchangeable parts were parts that could be substituted for one another in the 
manufacturing process. This reduced the amount of time it took to produce goods. 
Eli Whitney developed interchangeable parts in the 1790s.  

Steamboats Steamboats, which were powered by steam engines, increased the speed of river 
travel. Robert Fulton developed the first practical steamboat in 1807. 

Trains Trains, which were powered by steam locomotives, increased the speed of overland 
travel. Railroad construction began in the United States in the 1830s. By 1860 there 
were more than 30,000 miles of railroad track in the United States. 

Telegraph The telegraph, an early form of electronic communication, allowed people to 
communicate rapidly across long distances. Samuel Morse built the first U.S. 
telegraph system in the 1840s. 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

Beginning in the early 1800s, 
advances in transportation in 
the United States helped lead 
to — 

A	 a decrease in the size of 
cities 

B	 the creation of a national 
economy 

C	 the beginning of trade with 
foreign countries 

D	 a decline in agricultural 
production 

Explanation of answer choices 

A	 Incorrect. Advances in 
transportation made it cheaper and 
faster to move people and goods. 
This encouraged, rather than 
discouraged, the growth of cities. 

B	 Correct. Advances in 
transportation reduced the cost 
and increased the speed of 
transporting goods. This allowed 
businesspeople to sell their goods 
on a national scale. 

C	 Incorrect. Americans had been 
involved in international trade 
since the colonial era. 

D	 Incorrect. Advances in 
transportation helped create new 
markets for agricultural goods. 
This encouraged an increase in 
agricultural production. 
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The Tariff System 
Objective 3 also requires you to understand the impact of protective 
tariffs on the U.S. economy during the 1800s. You should review the 
discussion of protective tariffs and their role in the Nullification Crisis 
on pages 15 and 16. 

A tariff is a tax, or fee, charged on imports—goods brought in from 
foreign countries. There are two kinds of tariffs, and they serve 
different purposes. Revenue tariffs are designed to raise revenue, or 
money, to pay for the costs of government. Protective tariffs are 
designed to protect a country’s industries from foreign competition. 
The chart below will help you understand the impact of protective 
tariffs on the price of goods. 

Effect of a Protective Tariff 

$4.00

$4.55

It costs $3.00
to produce a hat
in the United 
States

It costs $2.50
to produce a hat
in Great Britain

Add $1.00 to
the selling price
for profit

Add $1.00 to
the selling price
for profit

Add $1.05 (30%)
to the selling price
for the tariff
Great Britain
must pay the 
U.S. government 
to bring the hat 
into the United States  
to sell

United States

Great Britain

Total price 
of $4.00
for American 
consumers
to buy the hat

Total price
of $4.55
for American 
consumers
to buy the hat

Protective tariffs benefited U.S. manufacturers by making American-
made goods less expensive than similar goods imported from other 
countries. However, the economic benefits of protective tariffs were not 
evenly distributed throughout the nation. Since most U.S.-manufactured 
goods were produced in the North, the northern economy benefited 
most from protective tariffs. Consumers in both the North and the 
South had to pay more for American-made goods than they would have 
paid for similar imported goods if a tariff were not in place. Southerners, 
however, did not profit as manufacturers in the North did from 
increased domestic sales. The protective tariff issue was one of the 
causes of sectional tension that eventually led to the Civil War. 
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Reform Movements 
As the United States developed a national economy, many Americans 
began to take note of social problems that were becoming increasingly 
severe. This prompted the development of social movements that 
sought to reform, or improve, American society. The most important 
of these reform movements were abolitionism, temperance, public 
education, and women’s rights. The abolitionist movement called for 
the elimination of slavery. The temperance movement urged Americans 
to quit drinking alcohol. The public education movement pressed for 
government-funded schools to be available to all students. The 
women’s rights movement supported the expansion of the rights of 
women, including the rights to own property and vote. 

A number of Americans became well known for their involvement with 
these reform movements. William Lloyd Garrison, for example, 
published an abolitionist newspaper called The Liberator. Garrison’s 
paper called for the immediate emancipation, or freeing, of all slaves. 
Other famous abolitionists included writer and public speaker 
Frederick Douglass, a former slave, and novelist Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
Stowe’s book Uncle Tom’s Cabin caused many Americans, especially 
northerners, to oppose slavery. 

Famous leaders of the women’s rights movement included Lucretia 
Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. In 1848 Mott and Stanton helped 
organize the Seneca Falls Convention, the first women’s rights 
convention in the United States. Delegates to the convention issued a 
document known as the Declaration of Sentiments. This document 
called for American women to have the same rights as American men. 

©Bettmann/CORBIS 

Advertisement for Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
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Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the
 
information you just read. 

The main goal of the abolitionist 
movement was to — 

A	 secure for women the right 
to vote 

B	 eliminate slavery 

C	 establish public schools 

D	 prohibit the consumption of 
alcohol 

Explanation of answer choices 

A	 Incorrect. People who supported 
women’s right to vote were known 
as suffragists. 

B	 Correct. Abolitionists wanted to 
abolish, or eliminate, slavery. 

C	 Incorrect. Although many 
abolitionists thought it was 
important to educate former 
slaves, the establishment of public 
schools was not the main goal of 
the abolitionist movement. 

D	 Incorrect. People who opposed the 
consumption of alcohol were part 
of the temperance movement. 

Image courtesy of the Library of Congress 

Supporters of temperance argued that alcohol destroyed families. This illustration shows the “fruits of 
temperance”—a sober husband greeting his loving family. 
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Review Activity 
On the line next to each statement, write the name of the region 
described (North, South, or both) for the period before the Civil War. 

1. ____________	 Cotton production was a major economic activity. 

2.	 ____________ Rivers were important for the transportation 

of goods.
 

3.	 ____________ The free-enterprise economic system helped
 
business activities grow.
 

4. ____________	 Factories were a major part of the economy. 

5. ____________	 Plantations were a major part of the economy. 

6.	 ____________ Cotton was imported to this region to make
 
textiles.
 

7.	 ____________ The demand for agricultural laborers resulted in 
a growing slave population. 

8.	 ____________ Technological innovations encouraged economic 
growth. 

9.	 ____________ The economy included trade with foreign
 
countries.
 

10.	 ____________ Protective tariffs on manufactured goods meant 
that consumers had to pay more. 

11.	 ____________ Protective tariffs on manufactured goods were 
most beneficial. 

12. ____________	 Railroads made transportation faster and cheaper. 

Answers: South=1, 5, 7; North=4, 6, 11; both=2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 12 
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Now It’s Your Turn 

Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 
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Question 16
 
In which of these areas was cotton farming the main economic activity during the mid-1800s? 

A I
 

B II
 

C III
 

D IV
 

Answer Key: page 80
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Use the table and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

Population of Selected U.S. Cities, 1820 and 1860 

1820 1860 
City Population City Population 

New York 123,700 New York 1,080,330 

Philadelphia 112,800 Philadelphia 565,529 

Baltimore 62,700 Baltimore 212,418 

Boston 43,300 Boston 177,840 

Source: Encyclopedia of American History, 1999 

Question 17 
Which factor contributed most to the population trend shown in the table? 

A Migration of African Americans from the South 

B A decrease in the number of U.S. farms 

C An increase in the number of cottage industries 

D Immigration from Europe 

Answer Key: page 80 

Question 18 
Which of these statements best describes the effect 
of the Industrial Revolution on the types of jobs 
held by Americans? 

A Most Americans became factory managers.
 

B Few Americans started new businesses. 


C The number of factory jobs increased. 


D The number of skilled craftspeople increased. 


Answer Key: page 80 
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Question 19 
Which of the following technological innovations 
contributed most to increased trade and 
settlement along the Mississippi River during 
the early 1800s? 

A Clipper ships 

B Steamboats 

C Interchangeable parts 

D Railroads 

Answer Key: page 80 

Question 20 
Which of the following best describes the 
economic significance of slavery in the South 
before the Civil War? 

A	 Slavery lifted almost all white southerners 
out of poverty. 

B	 Slavery enabled most small farmers to use 
slaves to do all their work. 

C	 Slavery forced most small farms to go out of 
business. 

D	 Slave labor was a key component of the 
plantation system. 

Answer Key: page 81 
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Use the diagram and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

Cause Effect 

Development of 
the cotton gin ?
 

Question 21 
Which of the following best completes the diagram above? 

A Decrease in cotton profits 

B Decreased use of slave labor 

C Loss of industrial jobs 

D Increase in cotton production 

Answer Key: page 81 

Question 22 
By 1832 many southerners opposed protective 
tariffs because these tariffs — 

A increased the cost of owning slaves 

B lowered the price of cotton 

C increased the price of foreign manufactured 
goods 

D discouraged the construction of new factories 

Answer Key: page 81 
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Use the information in the box and your knowledge of social studies to answer the 
following question. 

● Lucretia Mott 

● Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

● Sarah and Angelina Grimké 

Question 23 
These women gained national attention by encouraging women to — 

A become politically involved and economically independent 

B supervise family-oriented activities 

C participate in church revivals and the temperance movement 

D join labor unions 

Answer Key: page 81 
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Objective 4 

The student will demonstrate an understanding of political influences on 
historical issues and events. 

How Did the U.S. System of 
Representative Government Develop? 

Objective 4 focuses on the early political history of the United States. It 
includes topics such as the development of representative government 
in the American colonies and major principles of the Declaration of 
Independence, U.S. Constitution, and Bill of Rights. It also deals with 
some of the issues that U.S. political leaders faced regarding federalism, 
or the division of political power between the national and state 
governments. The following paragraphs go into more detail about the 
information you need to know to answer questions based on Objective 4. 

The Growth of Representative Government 
Objective 4 requires you to know about the reasons for the growth of 
representative government in the American colonies. A representative 
government is a government where the people choose individuals to 
make and enforce laws on their behalf. Representative governments 
developed in the colonies for several reasons. First, many settlers 
had come to North America in search of greater freedom, especially 
religious freedom. Second, a philosophical movement known as the 
Enlightenment was an important influence on the political leaders of 
the colonial period. The Enlightenment encouraged the use of reason 
to improve society and government. Third, most colonists were 
familiar with the British system of government. Under this system, 
British citizens were represented in Parliament by an elected legislature 
called the House of Commons. The colonists expected to have some 
form of representative government in the colonies as well. Most 
colonies established their own elected legislative assemblies. These 
assemblies played an important role governing the colonies. Fourth, 
the British government realized it would be impossible to govern the 
day-to-day affairs of the colonies from the other side of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The colonies needed local governments to help them run their 
local affairs. As a result, most colonies had a royal governor who served 
as the representative of the king. These governors shared power with 
the colonial legislatures, combining democracy with monarchy much 
as Parliament and the king shared power in Great Britain. 
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Two early examples of representative government in the colonies were 
the Virginia House of Burgesses and the Mayflower Compact. 

●	 Virginia House of Burgesses (1619): The Virginia House of 
Burgesses was the first elected legislature, or lawmaking body, 
in colonial America. 

●	 Mayflower Compact (1620): The Mayflower Compact was an 
agreement signed by the Pilgrims prior to the founding of the 
Plymouth colony in Massachusetts. It created a government for 
the new colony that would rule according to the wishes of the 
majority. 

Patrick Henry Before the Virginia House of Burgesses (1851) by Peter Rothermel. 
Red Hill, Patrick Henry Memorial, Brookneal, Virginia. 

Patrick Henry, an important leader of the American Revolution, addresses the
 
Virginia House of Burgesses in 1765. Henry later became an Anti-Federalist.
 

The Declaration of Independence 
The Declaration of Independence (1776) announced the American 
colonies’ independence from Great Britain and established the United 
States of America as a nation. You will need to know the main political 
principles discussed in the Declaration of Independence. These include 
equality, unalienable rights, and consent of the governed. 
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●	 Equality: The Declaration of Independence states, “all men are 
created equal.” This means that all Americans possess the same 
rights and are entitled to equal treatment from the government. 

●	 Unalienable Rights: Unalienable rights are the basic rights 

of all human beings; these rights cannot be taken away by
 
governments without due process of law. The Declaration of
 
Independence states that “all men” possess unalienable rights
 
and that “among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
 
happiness.”
 

●	 Consent of the Governed: Consent of the governed means that 
a government should be based on the agreement of the people 
being governed. The Declaration of Independence argues that 
British rule of the colonies was not based on consent of the 
governed; therefore, the colonists had the right to form a new 
government. 

From the Articles of Confederation to the U.S. Constitution 
As you read in the section on Objective 1, the United States adopted 
the Articles of Confederation in 1781 as its first plan of government. 
The Articles of Confederation created a national government to manage 
affairs that could not be handled by the separate states. For instance, 
the national government was responsible for making treaties and 
alliances with foreign governments, establishing a national army and 
navy, and settling disputes between states. The national government 
was also responsible for regulating westward expansion under the 
Articles of Confederation, as shown by the passage of the Northwest 
Ordinance in 1787. 

Although it had these responsibilities, the national government under 
the Articles of Confederation was designed to have less power than the 
state governments. Because of their experience as British colonies, the 
states did not want to be controlled by a powerful central government. 
Objective 4 requires you to be familiar with the main weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation. Three of the most important weaknesses 
involved taxation, regulation of commerce, and the process for 
amending the Articles. 

●	 Taxation: Under the Articles of Confederation, the national 
government did not have the power to impose taxes. This made 
it difficult for the national government to raise enough money to 
perform its duties. 

●	 Regulation of Commerce: The national government could not
 
regulate commerce, or trade, between the states. This caused
 
economic problems, since the states often refused to cooperate
 
with one another. For instance, some states passed laws taxing
 
goods produced in other states.
 

●	 Amending the Articles: All 13 states had to agree to any 
amendments, or changes, to the Articles of Confederation. This 
made it especially hard to make improvements to the structure 
of the national government. 
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In 1787 delegates from the states met in Philadelphia to try to revise 
the Articles of Confederation. Instead, the convention decided to 
create a new plan of government. The document they created was the 
Constitution of the United States. The Constitution created a much 
stronger national government with three separate branches—executive, 
legislative, and judicial. Each branch was given specific powers and 
responsibilities. The legislative branch—Congress—makes laws. The 
executive branch—the president and the agencies under the president’s 
control—enforces laws. The judicial branch—the federal courts headed 
by the Supreme Court—interprets laws. 

Branch Includes Function 

Legislative Congress Makes laws 

Executive 
President and various 
executive agencies 

Enforces laws 

Judicial 
Supreme Court and 
lower federal courts 

Interprets laws 

The table below summarizes the main differences between the Articles 
of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution. 

Differences Between the Articles of Confederation 
and the U.S. Constitution 

The Articles of Confederation The U.S. Constitution 

1. Legislative branch: Congress 
is made up of one house 

1. Legislative branch: Congress is 
made up of two houses—the 
Senate and the House of 
Representatives 

2. Each state has one vote in 
Congress 

2. Each state has two votes in the 
Senate; each state has one or 
more votes in the House of 
Representatives, depending on 
the state’s population 

3. At least 9 of the 13 states must 
approve a law 

3. A majority of each house of 
Congress must approve a law 

4. No executive branch 4. The executive branch, headed 
by the president, carries out 
laws 

5. No judicial branch 5. The judicial branch, headed by 
the Supreme Court, interprets 
laws 

6. Only states can impose taxes 6. Congress can impose taxes  

7. Each state can issue its 
own money 

7. Only Congress can issue 
money 

8. Each state can regulate its 
trade with other states 

8. Only Congress can regulate 
trade between states 
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Objective 4 requires you to be familiar with the U.S. Constitution’s main political 
principles. The table below provides brief definitions of these principles. 

Main Political Principles of the Constitution of the United States 

Principle Definition Example 

Popular Sovereignty Popular sovereignty means 
that a government receives its 
authority from the people. 
A government cannot rule 
without the people’s consent. 

The will of the population is 
expressed through the people 
elected to serve in local, 
state, and federal government. 

Limited Government A limited government is not 
all-powerful. Its powers are 
limited to those given to it by 
the people. 

The U.S. government can 
have no powers or 
responsibilities beyond those 
assigned in the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Republicanism Republicanism is the concept 
of representative government. 
A republic is a form of 
government where the people 
rule through elected 
representatives. 

U.S. citizens elect legislators 
to represent them in 
Congress. 

Federalism Federalism is the division of 
power between the state 
governments and the 
national, or federal, 
government. 

The U.S. Constitution grants 
certain powers to the national 
government and others to the 
states. 

Separation of Powers Separation of powers is the 
division of the national 
government into three 
branches—the executive, 
legislative, and judicial—with 
each branch having different 
powers and responsibilities. 

The legislative branch makes 
laws. The executive branch 
enforces laws. The judicial 
branch interprets laws. 

Checks and Balances Each branch of the national 
government has the ability to 
check, or control, the power 
of the other two branches. 
Checks and balances keep 
any one branch of the 
government from becoming 
too powerful. 

The president can veto a bill 
passed by Congress. 

Individual Rights Individual rights are rights that 
the government is obligated 
to protect. These protections 
are provided by various 
amendments to the 
Constitution. 

The right to free speech is 
protected by the First 
Amendment. 
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The Federal System Under the U.S. Constitution

Powers Delegated to
the National Government

• Declaring war
• Maintaining the armed 
 forces
• Regulating trade between
 the states and with 
 foreign countries
• Admitting new states
• Maintaining the postal
 service
• Setting standard weights 
 and measures
• Coining money
• Making foreign policy
• Making all laws necessary 
  and proper for carrying out 
     the delegated powers 

• Maintaining law and order
• Levying taxes
• Borrowing money
• Chartering banks
• Establishing and maintaining 
 criminal-justice systems
• Providing for the public
 welfare

• Establishing and
 maintaining schools
• Establishing local
 governments
• Making laws regarding
 corporations
• Regulating business within 
 the state
• Making laws regarding
 marriage
• Providing for public safety
• Assuming other powers 
 not delegated to the 
 national government 
 or prohibited to the
 states

Powers Reserved 
to the States

Powers Shared by 
Both the National and 
State Governments
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Use the information in the box and your knowledge of social 
studies to answer the following question. 

● The House of Representatives has the power to 
impeach the president. 

● The president has the power to veto laws passed 
by Congress. 

● The Senate must approve judicial appointments made 
by the president. 

 

Objective 4 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

The information in the box 
illustrates which of the 
following constitutional 
principles? 

A Individual rights 

B Federalism 

C Checks and balances 

D Republicanism 

Explanation of answer choices 

A	 Incorrect. The information in the 
box lists ways in which one branch 
of the national government can 
limit the power of another. It does 
not give examples of individual 
rights. 

B	 Incorrect. Federalism is the 
division of power between the 
national and state governments. 
The information in the box relates 
only to the national government. 

C	 Correct. The information in the 
box lists ways in which one branch 
of the national government can 
limit the power of another branch. 
These are examples of checks and 
balances. 

D	 Incorrect. Republicanism is the 
concept of representative 
government. The examples in the 
box illustrate the principle of 
checks and balances. 
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The Ratification Debate 
Following the Constitutional Convention, the U.S. Constitution was 
sent to the states for ratification, or approval. People who were opposed 
to the ratification of the Constitution were called Anti-Federalists. 
Patrick Henry and George Mason were two of the leading Anti-
Federalists. There were a number of important reasons Anti-Federalists 
did not want the Constitution to be approved. First, the Constitution 
was written in a convention that had been called to revise the Articles 
of Confederation, not to create an entirely new government. Second, by 
increasing the power of the national government, the Constitution 
reduced the power and independence of the states. Third, the 
Constitution created a strong executive branch, which Anti-Federalists 
feared might lead to an abuse of power by the president. Finally, the 
Constitution did not include specific protections of individual rights. 

Supporters of the Constitution were called Federalists. Their leaders 
included Alexander Hamilton and James Madison. Federalists argued 
that the United States needed a stronger national government to better 
protect the interests of all the states, especially the smaller, less 
powerful ones. They also argued that a strong national government with 
the power to regulate commerce would be good for U.S. businesses. 
In response to the Anti-Federalists’ concerns about individual rights, 
Federalists offered to amend the Constitution by adding a bill of rights. 
Hamilton, Madison, and John Jay wrote The Federalist Papers to explain 
the Constitution and convince the states to approve it. 

©Bettmann/CORBIS Library of Congress 

Alexander Hamilton James Madison 

After much debate the Constitution was ratified in 1789. In order to 
allow the national government to adapt to changing circumstances, 
the Constitution provided ways for amendments, or changes, to 
be made to the document. In the most frequently used process, an 
amendment is proposed by a two-thirds vote of both houses of 
Congress and then must be ratified by three-quarters of the states. 
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The diagram below will help you understand the amendment process. 

Amending the U.S. Constitution 

Ratified by
STATE LEGISLATURES

of three-fourths
of the states

Ratified by
CONVENTIONS

by a majority vote
in three-fourths

of the states

Proposed by
CONGRESS

by two-thirds vote
of both houses

In 1791, shortly after the U.S. Constitution was ratified, 10 
amendments were added to the document. These amendments are 
known as the Bill of Rights. The list below summarizes the basic 
principles of the Bill of Rights. 

Basic Principles of the Bill of Rights 

1. Freedom of speech, press, religion, assembly, and the right
 
to petition the government
 

2. The right to bear arms 

3. The guarantee that civilians will not be forced to house soldiers 

4. Protection against unreasonable searches by law-enforcement 

officers
 

5. The right of a person under arrest to know why he or she 

has been arrested and to refuse to testify against himself 

or herself in a court of law
 

6. The right to a speedy trial by a jury of one’s peers in 

criminal cases
 

7. The right to a trial by jury in civil cases involving substantial 
amounts of money 

8.	 Protection against excessive bail and cruel and unusual
 
punishment 


9. The guarantee that rights not specifically listed in the
 
Constitution are not automatically denied to the people
 

10. The guarantee that the people and the states are to keep 
powers not specifically granted to the federal government 
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The Bill of Rights was influenced by earlier political documents, such 
as the English Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence. 
Objective 4 asks you to explain how the Bill of Rights addressed 
important issues that were raised in the Declaration of Independence. 
There are several examples. For instance, one of the complaints about 
the British government that colonists listed in the Declaration of 
Independence involved the quartering, or housing, of troops in citizens’ 
homes. The Third Amendment prohibits the U.S. government from 
quartering troops in citizens’ homes. A second example concerns the 
right to a trial by jury. A jury is a group of citizens that decides the 
verdict of a court trial. The Declaration of Independence criticized 
Great Britain for depriving colonists of the right to a jury trial. The 
Sixth Amendment protects this right. 

Now let’s look at a practice question that asks about some of the 
information you just read. 

Which of the following Explanation of answer choices
 
individuals was an author of 


A	 Incorrect. Patrick Henry, a leading The Federalist Papers, which 
political figure from the American supported ratification of the 
Revolution, was suspicious of aU.S. Constitution? 
strong central government. He 
argued against ratification of theA	 Patrick Henry 
Constitution.
 

B James Madison
 
B Correct. James Madison supported 

C Abraham Lincoln the creation of a strong central 
government. He, Alexander D	 George Washington 
Hamilton, and John Jay wrote The 
Federalist Papers to try to win 
support for the Constitution. 

C	 Incorrect. Abraham Lincoln, the 
16th president of the United 
States, was not born until 1809. 
The Federalist Papers were 
written in 1787 and 1788. 

D	 Incorrect. Although George 
Washington presided over the 
Constitutional Convention, he was 
not an author of The Federalist 
Papers. 
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Interpreting the Constitution 
Objective 4 also requires you to know the significance of two important 
cases decided by the U.S. Supreme Court: Marbury v. Madison and Dred 
Scott v. Sandford. 

●	 Marbury v. Madison (1803): This case arose after President John 
Adams appointed several new judges in 1800, near the end of 
his term. In 1801 newly elected president Thomas Jefferson tried 
to deny the appointments. One of the appointees, William 
Marbury, filed a lawsuit against James Madison, Jefferson’s 
secretary of state, who was responsible for judicial commissions. 

The case turned into a power struggle between the judicial and 
executive branches. The most important outcome of the case 
was that it established the power of judicial review. Judicial 
review allows federal courts to strike down laws that violate 
the U.S. Constitution. 

●	 Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857): This case was filed by Dred Scott, 
a slave whose owner had taken him to a western territory where 
slavery was prohibited. After the owner died, Scott sued for his 
freedom and managed to get the case into federal court. 

The Supreme Court ruled that slaves were property and could 
never become citizens, even if they moved to areas where slavery 
was prohibited. This meant that Scott was not a citizen and 
therefore did not have the right to sue in federal court. The 
Court went on to rule that it was unconstitutional for the U.S. 
government to prohibit slavery in territories. Dred Scott had far-
reaching effects and helped set the stage for the Civil War. 

Some of the most important political controversies in early U.S. history 
involved the concept of federalism, or the division of political power 
between the national and state governments. As we have already seen, 
arguments about federalism were an important part of the debate 
surrounding ratification of the U.S. Constitution. Anti-Federalists, who 
favored states’ rights, opposed ratification largely because they believed 
the Constitution gave too much power to the national government. 
Federalists supported ratification largely because they thought the 
United States needed a strong central government. 

As mentioned in the section on Objective 1, federalism was also an 
important factor in the formation of the first political parties. The 
Federalist Party supported a strong national government, while the 
Democratic-Republican Party favored states’ rights and a limited 
national government. 

Federalism also influenced how these two political parties interpreted 
the Constitution. Democratic-Republicans argued that the Constitution 
should be interpreted as narrowly as possible. By sticking to the exact 
wording of the Constitution, they hoped to limit the power of the 
national government. Federalists, who wanted a strong national 
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government, supported a broad reading of the Constitution. The U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in Marbury v. Madison is an example of this 
type of broad interpretation. In the Marbury case the U.S. Supreme 
Court established the principle of judicial review even though this 
principle was not specifically mentioned in the Constitution. 

The Civil War and the Reconstruction Amendments 
Controversy about the division of power between the federal and state 
governments resulted in a major crisis in 1860. Abraham Lincoln, who 
was running for president under the banner of the Republican Party, 
stated his intention to prevent slavery from spreading to any new 
territories. Southerners suspected that Lincoln would try to eliminate 
slavery in the South as well. Lincoln won the election, and even before 
he was sworn in, seven southern states announced their secession from 
the Union. These states, which were soon joined by four more, 
declared themselves a new country. They formed the Confederate States 
of America, often called the Confederacy. The constitution for this new 
country asserted that states would possess greater power than the 
national government and that slavery would remain lawful. This time 
there was no room for compromise with the U.S. government, and it 
took years of war to finally settle the issue. The remaining states of 
the United States, known as the Union, eventually defeated the 
Confederacy. The Union’s victory in the Civil War made it clear that the 
federal government would assert its power over state governments. It 
also ensured that no state could secede from the Union in the future. 

After the Civil War ended, there was still the question of how the 
southern states should be brought back into the Union. Over time they 
were allowed to rejoin, but first they were required to ratify the 13th, 
14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution. These amendments 
officially ended the institution of slavery, guaranteed equal protection 
of the laws to African Americans, and gave African American men the 
right to vote. 

The Reconstruction Amendments 

13th Amendment 
(1865) 

14th Amendment 
(1868) 

15th Amendment 
(1870) 

• Abolishes slavery 
in the United States 

• Declares that all 
persons born in the 
United States are 
citizens 

• States that all citizens 
are guaranteed equal 
protection of the laws 

• States that citizens 
cannot be denied 
the right to vote 
because of “race, 
color, or previous 
condition of servitude” 
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Now It’s Your Turn 

Question 24 
The Declaration of Independence states that all
 
men possess unalienable rights. What are these
 
rights?
 

A Protection from cruel and unusual
 
punishment
 

B Freedom of religion, speech, and the press 


C The guarantee of a speedy and public trial
 

D Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
 

Answer Key: page 81 

Question 25 
The significance of the Mayflower Compact was 
that it — 

A served as a model for the English Bill of 
Rights 

B served as an example of self-rule in the 
colonies 

C declared colonial independence from England 

D established the ideal of political equality 

Answer Key: page 81 

Question 26 
Which of the following was one of the main 
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation? 

A	 The Articles were easy to amend. 

B	 The Articles gave the federal government 
more power than they gave the states. 

C	 The Articles did not allow the federal 
government to regulate commerce between 
states. 

D	 The Articles did not allow the federal 
government to regulate westward expansion. 

Answer Key: page 82 
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Question 27 
Which of the following best summarizes the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in Marbury v. Madison 
(1803)? 

A The federal government does not have the 
power to ban slavery in the territories. 

B Federal courts have the power to declare acts 
of Congress unconstitutional. 

C The federal government has the power to 
establish a national bank. 

D Federal courts have broad powers to regulate 
commerce. 

Answer Key: page 82 

Use the information in the box and your knowledge of social studies to answer 
the following question. 

●	 The federal government must protect citizens by 

creating a Bill of Rights. 

●	 The president will have too much power and will 

become a tyrant. 

●	 The federal government will take away the rights of 

the state governments. 

Question 28 
A member of which of the following groups might have made these statements in 1787? 

A Tories 

B Anti-Federalists 

C Patriots 

D Federalists 

Answer Key: page 82 
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The student will use critical-thinking skills to analyze social studies information.
 

What Skills Do You Need to Study 
History? 
Historians are like detectives. They use clues to learn about what 
happened in the past. Objective 5 tests your ability to use some of the 
same critical-thinking skills that historians use. Objective 5 focuses on 
three main areas. First, you are required to understand the difference 
between primary and secondary sources. Second, you are required to 
recognize point of view and bias in primary sources. Third, you are 
required to interpret historical information from maps, tables, and 
graphs. The following paragraphs go into more detail about the 
information you need to know to answer questions based on 
Objective 5. 

Understanding Sources 
The first thing you need to know to answer questions based on 
Objective 5 is the difference between primary and secondary sources. 
Historians use sources to provide evidence about the past. There are 
many types of sources, including letters, court records, statistics, maps, 
and the work of other historians. Historians classify sources into two 
categories: primary and secondary. 

A primary source is something produced at or near the time of a 
historical event by someone close to the event. Primary sources are 
usually some kind of written record, but they can also be other types 
of evidence, such as political cartoons, photographs, songs, posters, 
or objects, like a gun used during the American Revolution. A 
newspaper from 1789 describing the debate over ratification of the 
U.S. Constitution is one example of a primary source. Primary sources 
on the social-reform movements of the early 1800s might include a 
political cartoon supporting the abolition of slavery or the text of a 
temperance speech on the harm caused by drinking alcohol. Remember, 
primary sources are created during or around the time of the event 
being studied by someone who observed the event firsthand. 

Historians also use secondary sources to understand the past. 
Secondary sources are usually created a long time after an event and 
are based mainly on evidence found in primary sources. Examples 
of secondary sources include a book on the American Revolution, a 
documentary film on the Civil War, and the maps and charts in this 
study guide. It may help to remember that all history books, including 
your textbook, are secondary sources. 
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The chart below summarizes the differences between primary and 
secondary sources. 

Differences Between Primary and Secondary Sources 

I. Primary Sources II. Secondary Sources 

A. Definition: an item made at A. Definition: an item that 
or near the time of a historical provides a secondhand 
event by someone who interpretation of an event 
observed the event firsthand after some time has passed 

1. Usually a written record 1. Often based on primary 

2. Can also include visual sources 

evidence and physical 2. May also use other 
objects secondary sources 

B. Examples: newspaper B. Examples: history books, 
articles, census records, reference books, maps, and 
letters, diaries, photographs, tables based on other sources 
maps, and sound recordings 

Identifying Point of View and Bias 
Once you know how to tell whether a source is primary or secondary, 
you will need to use critical-thinking skills to analyze your source. 
First, you will need to be able to recognize the point of view expressed 
in a primary or secondary source. Participants in historical events often 
have different points of view or opinions on the causes and meanings 
of the event. For instance, suppose you were trying to determine the 
reasons the Union won the Civil War. One source, such as an editorial 
from a southern newspaper, might state that the Union won because it 
had a large advantage in economic and military resources. Another 
source, a diary written by a Union soldier, might state that the Union 
won because Abraham Lincoln was a better leader than Confederate 
president Jefferson Davis. 
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Objective 5 also requires that you be able to recognize bias in a primary 
or secondary source. Bias refers to prejudices, stereotypes, or distortions 
of fact expressed in a source. Bias can be used to portray an event or 
person in either positive or negative ways. It is important to recognize the 
words, symbols, and images that express bias because they help determine 
the reliability of a source. 

There are several examples of negative bias in this political cartoon from 
the early 1830s depicting President Andrew Jackson. 

King Andrew the First 

Library of Congress 

The cartoon shows Jackson as a king, although he was actually the 
president of a democracy. It also shows him stepping on the U.S. 
Constitution, although he probably never physically put his foot on 
this document. Both of these distortions of fact, which are meant to 
express the opinion that Jackson was abusing the power of the 
presidency, demonstrate bias against the president. Can you find any 
examples of bias in your everyday life? You may want to practice 
recognizing bias by looking for it in television advertisements, 
newspaper editorials, and political cartoons. 
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Now let’s look at a practice question that asks you to identify point 
of view in a written source. 

Use the excerpt and your knowledge of social studies to answer 
the following question. 

The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice are not enjoyed in 
common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity, and 
independence bequeathed [given] by your fathers is shared by 
you, not by me. The sunlight that brought light and healing to 
you has brought stripes [beatings] and death to me. 

— Frederick Douglass, Independence Day speech, 1841 

In this excerpt, Frederick Explanation of answer choices
 
Douglass is expressing —
 

A	 Incorrect. The excerpt mentions 
nothing about the temperanceA	 opposition to the 
movement, which opposed theconsumption of alcohol 
consumption of alcohol.


B support for southern
 
B	 Incorrect. The excerpt makes no secession 

reference to southern secession. 
C opposition to the institution 

C	 Correct. Douglass was himself aof slavery 
former slave and leader of the 

D support for the ratification abolition movement. The excerpt 
of the U.S. Constitution shows that he considered the 

institution of slavery a brutal 
contradiction to the freedom 
enjoyed by white Americans. 

D	 Incorrect. The date of the speech 
shows that it is not related to the 
debate over ratification of the U.S. 
Constitution. 
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Interpreting Maps, Tables, and Graphs 
Objective 5 also requires you to interpret historical information from 
maps, tables, and graphs. You may want to review the section on 
Objective 2, which discusses some of the ways maps and graphs can 
help you learn about history and geography. 

In addition to the types of graphs you learned about in Objective 2, 
you need to be familiar with circle graphs. A circle graph is another 
way to show data. A circle graph looks like a pie cut into triangular 
pieces. Each slice of the pie represents a percentage of the whole. The 
circle graph below shows the results of the election of 1860, when 
Abraham Lincoln was elected president. According to the graph, what 
percentage of the popular vote did Abraham Lincoln win? 

Answer: 39.9% 

Popular Vote in the Presidential Election of 1860 

Abraham Lincoln
(39.9%)

Stephen A. Douglas
(29.4%)

John Breckenridge
(18.1%)

John Bell
(12.6%)

Lincoln 180 1,866,452   39.9
Douglas   12 1,375,157   29.4
Breckenridge   72    847,953   18.1
Bell   39    590,631       12.6

Electoral
Votes

Candidate
Popular
Votes

% of Total
Popular

Vote

Source: Images of American Political History 

In addition to graphs, you will need to be familiar with maps. 
Historians use maps to interpret data about historical events. Maps 
come in a variety of sizes, colors, and patterns. Sometimes a map might 
seem complicated or confusing at first glance. When looking at an 
unfamiliar map, you should ask yourself what the map is trying to 
show you—what the purpose of the map is. The map’s title, labels, and 
key should help you. 

Now let’s go through the steps of reading a historical map. First look 
at the title and key of the map on the next page. From its title, “The 
War in the East, 1863: From Chancellorsville to Gettysburg,” you 
should be able to tell that it refers to the Civil War. The key should 
make it clear that the map shows troop movements and battles. The 
purpose of this map is to show how Union and Confederate armies 
moved and fought during a specific span of time in 1863. 
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The War in the East, 1863: From Chancellorsville to Gettysburg 
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Now follow the arrows and the dates on the map to get an idea of what 
took place. The title of the map and the dates on the map indicate that 
Chancellorsville, Virginia, is the starting point of the action. Finding it 
on the map, you will see that a battle was fought there. You may notice 
that two other battles were fought at about the same time, at Salem 
Church and Fredericksburg. The map does not indicate which side 
won these battles, although from your study of the Civil War, you may 
remember that Chancellorsville was a Confederate victory. 

After the Battle of Chancellorsville, both armies began a series of 
movements. The arrows show that both armies moved west and then 
north. Trace the Confederate force shown by the dashed line. Notice that 
the Confederate force divided into two parts. One part, Stuart’s cavalry, 
fought a battle at Brandy Station, Virginia, and then rode east, moving 
around the main Union army and then north into Maryland, passing 
not far from Washington, D.C. The rest of the Confederate army fought 
a battle at Winchester, Virginia, marched northeast into Pennsylvania, 
and then split again. Finally, all the forces of both armies converged for 
a battle at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. This was one of the most decisive 
battles of the war and resulted in a Union victory. 

You should now have a good grasp of the information conveyed on 
the map. Of course, you may find that you now have more questions 
than you did before! For example, why did Lee decide to lead the 
Confederate army in an invasion of Union territory in the first place? 
Why did both sides divide their forces as they marched cross-country? 
What were the results of Stuart’s cavalry raid behind the Union army? 
And why did the small town of Gettysburg become the site of this key 
battle? You may want to review a history textbook or look for other 
sources for information on the Civil War and the Battle of Gettysburg. 
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Review Activity 
Look at the data in this table: 

Approximate Population of Selected Counties 
in Alabama, 1840–1870 

County 1840 1850 1860 1870 

Barbour 12,000 23,500 31,000 29,500 

Chambers 17,000 24,000 23,000 17,500 

Montgomery 24,500 30,000 36,000 43,500 

Tuscaloosa 16,500 18,000 23,000 20,000 

Source: Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research 

The data in this table could be presented in different ways to make it 
easier to understand or to emphasize different aspects. For example, a 
line graph is a good way to show change over time. Using the axes 
provided below, go through the following steps. 

●	 Label the vertical axis “Population (thousands)” and label the
 
horizontal lines with 0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, and 45.
 

●	 Label the horizontal axis “Year” and label the vertical lines on
 
the graph with 1840, 1850, 1860, and 1870.
 

●	 Place a dot to show Montgomery County’s population in 1840,
 
1850, 1860, and 1870. Then connect all four dots to show the
 
trend over time. You should see the line moving upward as it
 
goes from left to right, showing population growing steadily.
 
Label this line “Montgomery County.”
 

●	 Now plot the data for each of the other counties in the table. Be 
sure to label each line with the county it represents. You may 
want to use colored pencils or pens to make it easier to tell the 
different lines apart. Do you see the same trend in these counties? 

1840

Approximate Population of Selected Counties
in Alabama, 1840–1870

0

Answer Key: page 82 
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Objective 5 

Use the graph and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

U.S. Slave Population and Cotton
 
Production, 1800–1860
 

0

500
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2,000

2,500
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Cotton production in thousands of bales
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Source: Historical Statistics of the United States 

Question 29 
What can be concluded from this graph?
 

A The production of cotton had no impact on the slave population.
 

B The production of cotton increased as the slave population increased.
 

C The slave population was unnecessary for the production of cotton.
 

D The slave population decreased as the production of cotton increased.
 

Answer Key: page 82 
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Answer Key: page 83 

Use the graphs and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following questions. 

Textile-Mill Employment in Selected States, 1831

Approximate number of adult workers: 1,400

Delaware
Approximate number of adult workers: 13,300

Massachusetts

Approximate number of adult workers: 5,000

Rhode Island

Approximate percentage of women

Approximate percentage of men

50% 50%

68%

32%

Approximate number of adult workers: 14,900

Pennsylvania

58% 42%

78%

22%

Source: Routledge Historical Atlas of Women in America, 2000 

Question 30 
According to the graphs, which state had 
the largest percentage of female textile-mill 
workers in 1831? 

A Delaware 

B Pennsylvania 

C Rhode Island 

D Massachusetts 

Question 31 
Acording to the graphs, which state had 
the smallest number of female textile-mill 
workers in 1831? 

A Delaware 

B Pennsylvania 

C Rhode Island 

D Massachusetts 

Answer Key: page 82 
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Use the excerpt and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

I have heard something said about allegiance to the 

South. I know no South, no North, no East, no West, to 

which I owe any allegiance. 

— Henry Clay, 1848 

Question 32 
In this excerpt, Henry Clay opposes the growth of — 

A republicanism 

B sectionalism 

C mercantilism 

D nationalism 

Answer Key: page 83 

75 



Objective 5 

Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

Northwest Territory, 1787 
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Question 33 
According to the map, what geographical feature provided a northern boundary for most of the 
Northwest Territory? 

A The Great Lakes 

B The Ohio River 

C The Mississippi River 

D Lake Winnipeg 

Answer Key: page 83 
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Use the excerpt and your knowledge of social studies to answer the following question. 

Because . . . the power to protect manufacture[r]s 

is nowhere expressly granted to Congress, nor can [it] 

be considered as necessary and proper to carry into 

effect any specified power, it seems to be expressly 

reserved to the state. 

— The South Carolina Protest Against the Tariff of 1828 

Question 34 
This excerpt is from a protest issued by the South Carolina legislature and addressed to the U.S. 
Congress. Which of these political issues was it related to? 

A The Bank War 

B Marbury v. Madison 

C The Nullification Crisis 

D The Alien and Sedition Acts 

Answer Key: page 83 
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Social Studies Answer Key 

Objective 1 

Question 1 (page 19) 

A	 Incorrect. Thomas Jefferson served as president 
from 1801 to 1809, before the Civil War. 

B	 Correct. Abraham Lincoln took office in 1861, 
and his presidency lasted until his assassination, 
which occurred just a few days after Confederate 
general Robert E. Lee surrendered his army in 
1865. 

C	 Incorrect. John Adams served as president from 
1797 to 1801, before the Civil War. 

D	 Incorrect. James Polk served as president from 
1845 to 1849, before the Civil War. 

Question 2 (page 19) 

A	 Correct. The Declaration of Independence was 
written in 1776, the Constitutional Convention 
occurred in 1787, and the Missouri Compromise 
was negotiated in 1820 and 1821. 

B	 Incorrect. The events are out of order. 
C	 Incorrect. The events are out of order. 
D	 Incorrect. The events are out of order. 

Question 3 (page 20) 

A	 Incorrect. Southern delegates to the 
Constitutional Convention argued that slaves 
had to be counted in some way to give 
southerners a fair voice in government. 

B	 Incorrect. The Constitution stated that three-
fifths of any state’s slaves would be counted in its 
population. 

C	 Correct. There was a compromise at the 
convention between delegates who did not want 
slaves to be counted for purposes of 
representation and delegates who wanted slaves 
to be counted the same as the rest of the 
population. The final decision, known as the 
Three-Fifths Compromise, was to count three-
fifths of a state’s slave population. 

D	 Incorrect. Slaves were not counted in the same 
way as free people were. 

Question 4 (page 20) 

A	 Incorrect. Common Sense was aimed at an 
American audience, not a British one. 

B	 Incorrect. The Articles of Confederation had not 
yet been written in 1776, when Common Sense 
was published. 

C	 Incorrect. After he wrote Common Sense, Thomas 
Paine wrote a series of pamphlets called The 
American Crisis. These pamphlets were intended 
to improve American morale during difficult 
military times. 

D	 Correct. Common Sense urged American colonists 
to support the colonies’ separation from Great 
Britain. The pamphlet presented several reasons 
why the colonies should declare independence. 

Question 5 (page 21) 

A	 Incorrect. The treaty was between the United 
States and Britain. 

B	 Correct. The Treaty of Paris was signed by 
representatives of the United States and Great 
Britain on September 3, 1783. It formally ended 
the Revolutionary War, recognized U.S. 
independence, established U.S. boundaries, and 
settled other issues. 

C	 Incorrect. The United States purchased the 
Louisiana Territory from France in 1803. 

D	 Incorrect. The Proclamation of 1763, which was 
issued by Great Britain, prohibited colonial 
settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains. 

Question 6 (page 21) 

A	 Incorrect. Naval attacks did not drive Americans 
westward. 

B	 Incorrect. While many settlers moved west to 
obtain farmland, farming remained a major 
activity east of the Mississippi River. 

C	 Correct. Many people held a firm belief that the 
United States had the right and duty to expand 
westward. This belief was known as Manifest 
Destiny. 

D	 Incorrect. In the early years of settlement, 
pioneers found life on the Pacific Coast to be very 
difficult. 

Question 7 (page 22) 

A	 Correct. Jefferson Davis served as president of 
the Confederate States of America during the 
Civil War. 

B	 Incorrect. General Ulysses S. Grant commanded 
the Union army during the Civil War. He served 
as president of the United States from 1869 to 
1877. 
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C	 Incorrect. General Robert E. Lee commanded the 
most important Confederate army, the Army of 
Northern Virginia, during the Civil War. 

D	 Incorrect. Abraham Lincoln served as president 
of the United States during the Civil War. 

Question 8 (page 22) 

A	 Correct. The Northwest Ordinance established 
guidelines for settlement and a process for the 
formation of new states. 

B	 Incorrect. The Northwest Ordinance was 
designed to encourage westward expansion while 
providing a system for territories to obtain 
statehood. 

C	 Incorrect. The Northwest Territory was acquired 
from Great Britain at the end of the 
Revolutionary War. The Northwest Ordinance 
did not grant control of this area to Great 
Britain. 

D	 Incorrect. The Northwest Ordinance did not 
address Native American land rights. 

Question 9 (page 23) 

A	 Incorrect. The Battle of Lexington, along with 
the Battle of Concord, marked the beginning of 
the Revolutionary War in 1775. 

B	 Incorrect. The Battle of Trenton occurred in New 
Jersey in 1776. George Washington led his troops 
across the Delaware River on Christmas Day and 
launched a surprise attack on British and 
Hessian troops in Trenton. 

C	 Incorrect. On December 31, 1775, a small 
American army attacked British forces in Quebec 
and was decisively defeated. The Americans soon 
gave up on conquering British Canada. 

D	 Correct. The Battle of Yorktown was fought in 
1781. American and French troops cooperated to 
trap more than 7,000 British troops in Virginia. 
After several weeks of fighting, the British 
surrendered. The Battle of Yorktown was the last 
major battle of the American Revolution. 

Question 10 (page 23) 

A	 Incorrect. The Constitution already included two 
houses of the legislature when it was submitted 
to the states for ratification. 

Social Studies Answer Key 

B Correct. Several states ratified the Constitution 
only on the condition that a bill of rights be 
added to specifically address individual rights. 

C Incorrect. The right to vote was already part of 
the Constitution when it was submitted to the 
states for ratification. 

D Incorrect. Slavery was not banned in the United 
States until the 13th Amendment was ratified 
after the Civil War. 

Objective 2 

Question 11 (page 34) 

A	 Incorrect. New York City is a major port city 
located at the mouth of the Hudson River, near 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

B	 Incorrect. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, is a major 
port city on the Delaware River, near the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

C	 Incorrect. Charleston, South Carolina, is a port 
city located on the Atlantic coast. 

D	 Correct. New Orleans, Louisiana, is located on 
the Mississippi River near the Gulf of Mexico 
and is an important commercial port. 

Question 12 (page 34) 

A	 Incorrect. This area was acquired by the United 
States from Spain in 1819. 

B	 Correct. The Louisiana Purchase was acquired 
by the United States from France in 1803. 

C	 Incorrect. This area, the Oregon Territory, was 
jointly occupied by the United States and Great 
Britain until 1846, when it was acquired by the 
United States. 

D	 Incorrect. This area was part of Mexico before it 
was acquired by the United States in 1848. 

Question 13 (page 35) 

A	 Incorrect. This is the location of the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord in 1775. 

B	 Incorrect. This is the location of the Battle of 
Saratoga in 1777. 

C	 Incorrect. This is the location of the Battle of 
Trenton in 1776.   

D	 Correct. This is the location of the Battle of 
Yorktown in 1781. 
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Question 14 (page 36) 

A	 Incorrect. Most towns and cities were not located 
in mountainous areas, and gold and silver were 
not major products of the 13 colonies. 

B	 Incorrect. Although France and Spain were 
hostile toward Great Britain during parts of the 
colonial period, naval attack was not a major fear 
of the colonists. Many towns and cities were 
located on the coast. 

C	 Incorrect. Some towns and cities were located 
near timber supplies, but the vast majority were 
located on the coast or along rivers. 

D	 Correct. Because boats were a major means of 
transporting people and goods, most towns and 
cities were located near water. 

Question 15 (page 36) 

A	 Incorrect. This area consisted of free states and 
territories. 

B	 Incorrect. This area consisted of slave states and 
territories. 

C	 Correct. This area was closed to slavery by the 
Missouri Compromise. 

D	 Incorrect. By the terms of the Missouri 
Compromise, Missouri entered the Union as a 
slave state. 

Objective 3 

Question 16 (page 47) 

A	 Incorrect. In this region, New England, 
manufacturing and trade were the main 
economic activities. 

B	 Incorrect. In this region, the Midwest, grain 
farming was the main economic activity. 

C	 Incorrect. In this region, the Upper South, 
tobacco farming was the main economic activity. 

D	 Correct. In this region, the Lower South, cotton 
farming was the main economic activity. 

Question 17 (page 48) 

A	 Incorrect. The migration of African Americans 
from the South to northern cities was not a 
major factor in urban population growth until 
the early 1900s. 

B	 Incorrect. The number of U.S. farms increased 
rather than decreased between 1820 and 1860. 

C	 Incorrect. The growth of the factory system, 
which encouraged urban growth, led to the 
decline of cottage industries. 

D	 Correct. Increased immigration from Europe 
between 1820 and 1860 was a major factor in the 
rapid growth of cities in the United States. 

Question 18 (page 48) 

A	 Incorrect. The Industrial Revolution led to the 
creation of factory management jobs. However, 
most Americans were farmers or industrial 
workers, not managers. 

B	 Incorrect. The Industrial Revolution resulted in 
economic growth and an increase in business 
opportunities. As a result, many Americans 
started new businesses. 

C	 Correct. The growth of the factory system was a 
key element of the Industrial Revolution. As 
more and more factories were built, the number 
of factory jobs increased. 

D	 Incorrect. Factories produced most goods more 
cheaply than skilled craftspeople did. As a result, 
the number of skilled craftspeople decreased. 

Question 19 (page 49) 

A	 Incorrect. Clipper ships were extremely fast 
sailing ships that were used mainly for ocean 
travel. They were not important in opening up 
the Mississippi River system. 

B	 Correct. Steamboats were well suited for moving 
cargo and passengers up and down the 
Mississippi River. They helped open this huge 
region to increased trade and settlement. 

C	 Incorrect. Interchangeable parts made mass 
production possible. This development had 
far-reaching economic effects, but it was relatively 
insignificant to the opening of the Mississippi 
River system. 

D	 Incorrect. Railroads were not important for trade 
and settlement along the Mississippi River 
during the early 1800s. Railroad lines did not 
reach this area until the 1850s. 
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Question 20 (page 49) 

A	 Incorrect. There were many poor white 
southerners. 

B	 Incorrect. Most southern whites owned no slaves. 
Some farmers with small farms owned one or two 
slaves and worked in the fields alongside them. 

C	 Incorrect. There were many small farms in the 
South. 

D	 Correct. Slave labor was used extensively on 
cotton and tobacco plantations in the South. 

Question 21 (page 50) 

A	 Incorrect. The development of the cotton gin 
allowed southern cotton growers to decrease 
production costs, which increased profits. 

B	 Incorrect. The large increase in cotton production 
made possible by the cotton gin resulted in an 
increase in the use of slave labor. 

C	 Incorrect. The increased amount of raw cotton 
made available to northern textile mills after the 
development of the cotton gin helped create more 
industrial jobs. 

D	 Correct. The development of the cotton gin 
allowed the processing of raw cotton to become 
more efficient and profitable. This resulted in a 
great increase in cotton production. 

Question 22 (page 50) 

A	 Incorrect. Protective tariffs increased the price of 
imported manufactured goods. This had little 
direct effect on the cost of owning slaves. 

B	 Incorrect. Protective tariffs raised the price of the 
machinery needed to process raw cotton, which 
made cotton production more expensive. This did 
not lead to a decrease in the price of cotton. 

C	 Correct. Protective tariffs were a tax, or fee, that 
added to the price of foreign manufactured goods. 
The tariffs were protested by southerners 
because they felt that they were being unfairly 
burdened by these price increases. 

D	 Incorrect. The intended purpose of the protective 
tariffs was to protect U.S. manufacturers. 
Ultimately, this encouraged new factory 
construction. 

Question 23 (page 51) 

A	 Correct. The women listed in the text box were 
all leaders of the women’s rights movement. They 
worked to gain equal property rights and the 
right to vote for all women in the United States. 

B	 Incorrect. While the women’s rights movement 
was generally supportive of women’s role in the 
traditional family, the women listed gained 
national attention from their political activism. 

C	 Incorrect. Some of the women listed did support 
temperance. However, they were most active and 
visible in their support for economic rights and 
suffrage for women. 

D	 Incorrect. The women’s rights movement was 
primarily concerned with women’s property 
rights and suffrage, not labor unions. 

Objective 4 

Question 24 (page 64) 

A	 Incorrect. This right was first guaranteed by the 
English Bill of Rights, which placed limits on the 
powers of the English monarch over his or her 
subjects. This right was later guaranteed by the 
Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

B	 Incorrect. These rights are guaranteed by the 
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

C	 Incorrect. This guarantee is included in the Sixth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

D	 Correct. These are the unalienable rights listed 
in the Declaration of Independence. 

Question 25 (page 64) 

A	 Incorrect. The English Bill of Rights of 1689 
established the principle of parliamentary 
supremacy in England. The Mayflower Compact 
was not a model for the English Bill of Rights. 

B	 Correct. The Mayflower Compact was an 
agreement signed by the Pilgrims prior to the 
founding of the Plymouth colony in 
Massachusetts. It created a government for the 
new colony that would rule according to the 
wishes of the majority.   

C	 Incorrect. The independence of the colonies from 
Great Britain was established by the Declaration 
of Independence in 1776. 

D	 Incorrect. The Mayflower Compact did not deal 
with the issue of political equality. The most 
important document promoting the ideal of 
equality was the Declaration of Independence. 
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Question 26 (page 64) 

A	 Incorrect. The Articles of Confederation were 
difficult to amend. All 13 states had to approve 
any changes to the document. 

B	 Incorrect. The states had more power than the 
federal government under the Articles. 

C	 Correct. The Articles did not allow the federal 
government to regulate interstate commerce. 
This caused economic problems since the states 
often refused to cooperate with one another. 

D	 Incorrect. One of the national government’s most 
important successes under the Articles was the 
Northwest Ordinance of 1787. This law 
established orderly procedures for westward 
expansion. 

Question 27 (page 65) 

A	 Incorrect. The U.S. Supreme Court case Dred 
Scott v. Sandford (1857) held that the federal 
government does not have the right to ban 
slavery in the territories. 

B	 Correct. Marbury v. Madison held that federal 
courts have the power to declare acts of Congress 
unconstitutional. 

C	 Incorrect. The U.S. Supreme Court case 
McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) held that the 
federal government has the power to establish a 
national bank. 

D Incorrect. The U.S. Supreme Court case Gibbons 
v. Ogden (1824) held that Congress has broad 
powers to regulate commerce. 

Question 28 (page 65) 

A	 Incorrect. Tories, also known as Loyalists, were 
Americans who supported the British during the 
American Revolution. These people opposed the 
Declaration of Independence. 

B	 Correct. Anti-Federalists opposed the ratification 
of the U.S. Constitution. They argued that the 
Constitution did not protect the rights of 
individuals and gave the federal government too 
much power over the state governments. They 
were also worried that the president might abuse 
the power given to him under the Constitution. 

C	 Incorrect. Patriots were colonists who favored 
independence from British rule. 

D	 Incorrect. Federalists believed that a strong 
national government was necessary to hold the 
United States together. They supported 
ratification of the Constitution. 

Objective 5 

Review Activity (page 72) 
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Question 29 (page 73) 

A	 Incorrect. The graph shows that the slave 
population increased along with cotton 
production. This indicates that cotton production 
may have had an impact on the slave population. 
However, you need more information to prove 
there was a relationship. 

B	 Correct. The graph shows that both the slave 
population and cotton production increased 
greatly from 1800 to 1860. 

C	 Incorrect. The graph gives information on the 
increase in cotton production and the 
corresponding rise in slave population. It does 
not address the issue of whether slave labor was 
necessary or unnecessary to produce cotton. 

D	 Incorrect. The graph clearly shows an increase in 
the slave population between 1800 and 1860, not 
a decrease. 

Question 30 (page 74) 

A	 Incorrect. The graph for Delaware shows that 
approximately 50% of that state’s textile-mill 
workers were women. 

B	 Incorrect. The graph for Pennsylvania shows 
that approximately 58% of that state’s textile-
mill workers were women. 

C	 Incorrect. The graph for Rhode Island shows that 
approximately 68% of that state’s textile-mill 
workers were women. 
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D	 Correct. The graph for Massachusetts shows that 
approximately 78% of that state’s textile-mill 
workers were women. 

Question 31 (page 74) 

A	 Correct. The graph for Delaware shows that 
approximately 50% of that state’s 1,400 textile-
mill workers were women. This means that 
Delaware had approximately 700 female textile-
mill workers. 

B	 Incorrect. The graph for Pennsylvania shows 
that approximately 58% of that state’s 14,900 
textile-mill workers were women. This means 
that Pennsylvania had approximately 8,642 
female textile-mill workers. 

C	 Incorrect. The graph for Rhode Island shows that 
approximately 68% of that state’s 5,000 textile-
mill workers were women. This means that 
Rhode Island had approximately 3,400 female 
textile-mill workers. 

D	 Incorrect. The graph for Massachusetts shows 
that approximately 78% of that state’s 13,300 
textile-mill workers were women. This means 
that Massachusetts had approximately 10,374 
female textile-mill workers. 

Question 32 (page 75) 

A	 Incorrect. Republicanism is the concept of 
representative government. The excerpt does not 
address the issue of republicanism. 

B	 Correct. In this excerpt Clay asserts that he does 
not owe “allegiance,” or loyalty, to any particular 
region of the United States. This is a statement 
against sectionalism, or devotion to a single area 
of the United States instead of to the nation as a 
whole. 

C	 Incorrect. Mercantilism was an economic theory 
that Great Britain used to guide its economic 
policies during much of the colonial period. The 
excerpt does not address the issue of 
mercantilism. 

D	 Incorrect. Nationalism is the belief that loyalty 
to one’s country is the most important 
responsibility an individual has. The excerpt 
shows Clay’s opposition to sectionalism, not 
nationalism. 

Question 33 (page 76) 

A	 Correct. The map shows the Great Lakes as the 
northern boundary for the Northwest Territory. 

B	 Incorrect. The Ohio River is shown as the 
southern boundary for the Northwest Territory. 

C	 Incorrect. The Mississippi River is shown as the 
western boundary for the Northwest Territory. 

D	 Incorrect. Lake Winnipeg is located northwest of 
the farthest reaches of the Northwest Territory 
and does not form a boundary for any part of it. 

Question 34 (page 77) 

A	 Incorrect. The excerpt concerns the 
constitutionality of protective tariffs. The Bank 
War concerned the constitutionality of a national 
bank. 

B	 Incorrect. The excerpt concerns the 
constitutionality of protective tariffs. Marbury v. 
Madison (1803) established the doctrine of 
judicial review.   

C	 Correct. The excerpt concerns the 
constitutionality of protective tariffs. The 
Nullification Crisis began when South Carolina’s 
leaders declared they would ignore a tariff they 
believed to be unconstitutional. 

D	 Incorrect. The excerpt concerns the 
constitutionality of protective tariffs. The Alien 
and Sedition Acts were laws restricting free speech 
and the rights of immigrants in the late 1700s. 

83 



___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOLD AND TAPE BEFORE MAILING 

TAKS STUDY GUIDE EVALUATION FORM 
To complete the survey online, go to http://www.etesttx.com/studyguides/feedback.htm. 

❶	 Place a (✓) next to all statements that apply to you. 

I am a I used this study guide 
____ Student ____ Alone 
____ Parent ____ With a family member 
____ Teacher ____ With a tutor 
____ Tutor ____ With a teacher 
____ Other (please specify) _____________ ____ With a friend 

FOLD HERE 

❷	 Study Guide Questions 
Use a (✓) to mark how much you agree with the following statements. 

Strongly Agree Agree 

1. This study guide is easy to use and well organized. ❏ ❏ 

2.	 This study guide is interesting. ❏ ❏ 

3.	 I gained new knowledge and skills by using this 
study guide. ❏ ❏ 

4.	 I will be able to apply what I’ve learned from this 
study guide when I take the TAKS again. ❏ ❏ 

5.	 I believe my TAKS scores will improve as a result of 
using this study guide. ❏ ❏ 

D
E

TA
C

H
 H

E
R

E
 B

E
FO

R
E

 M
A

IL
IN

G
 

No Strongly Disagree Opinion Disagree 

❏ ❏ ❏ 

❏ ❏ ❏ 

❏ ❏ ❏ 

❏ ❏ ❏ 

❏ ❏ ❏ 

FOLD HERE 

❸ General Information 
Use a (✓) to mark the grade and subject of this study guide. 

Grade: Subject: 

____ 3 ____ 8 ____ Reading 

____ 4 ____ 9 ____ English Language Arts 

____ 5 ____ 10 
____ Writing 
____ Mathematics 

____ 6 ____ 11 (Exit Level) ____ Science 
____ 7 ____ Social Studies 

When you have finished with this 
evaluation form, please detach it 
from the booklet and mail it to 

Pearson Educational Measurement 
Study Guide Program Team 
400 Center Ridge Drive, Suite F 
Austin, TX 78753 

Additional Comments _________________________________________________________________________________ 



Place
 
Stamp
 
Here
 

Pearson Educational Measurement
 
Study Guide Program Team
 

400 Center Ridge Drive, Suite F
 
Austin, TX 78753
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




